ENGUSH 


Celebrating the essence of English style 

December 2015 | Issue 130 | £4.10 | UK Edition 





ordon r^|g|K| 


Beautiful homes filledl&ith comfdrt & 


101 festive ideas 

Gifts, stockings, cakes, 
table settings,- markets 5 


more 






i'3 

1 

■V* 














BRIGHTS OF NFTTLEBED 


THIRD GENERATION CLASSICAL FURNITURE SPECIALIST WITH 
1,500 DESIGNS IN STOCK TO INSPECT IN YOUR HOME PRIOR TO PURCHASE 



A reclaimed oak and figured ash veneered accent table inspired by a William & Mary original. 

Width 32” (81.5cm) | Depth 19” (48.5cm) | Height 27% ” (71cm) £1,090 

From Althorp Living History^, a collection of furniture made by hand under license from The Right Honourable The Earl Spencer. 



AN EVENING TALK & BOOK SIGNING WITH CHARLES SPENCER 

Lord Spencer will be talking about his research and personal interest in his latest 
‘Sunday Times bestselling book destined for the silver screen, Killers of the King. 

THURSDAY 3RD DECEMBER from 7.30pm onwards 
at our Nettlebed showroom, Oxfordshire 

ADVANCED BOOKING ESSENTIAL. 

Each book purchase at £25 secures two seats. Additional seats at £5 each 



All proceeds of the talk donated to Whole Child, a charity improving the lives of children worldwide. 

To mark the event we will also be donating 5% of every purchase made at retail price throughout December. 


DORSET I 01202 884613 LONDON | 020 7610 9597 

LEIGH ROAD . WIMBORNE MINSTER 608 KING’S ROAD 


OXFORDSHIRE | 01491 641115 

HIGH STREET . NETTLEBED 


VIEW THE ALTHORP LIVING HISTORY COLLECTION AT 

www.brightsofnettlebed.co.uk 
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I To make life easier, you can now buy single editions of the magazine online and have 
f them posted directly to your home address. 

To order your copy, please visit 

chelseamagazines.com/the-english-home 
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W hen it comes to Christmas I am an 

unashamed traditionalist. There is something 
so comforting about revisiting familiar family 
rituals each year, don’t you think? My family 
once dabbled with Beef Wellington but, although it was 
delicious, we all agreed it wasn’t really quite the same as eating 
turkey as the mainstay of the annual feast. And I can’t imagine 
Christmas without mince pies, carols or watching the Queen’s 
speech. Creating our Christmas edition always transports me to 
the season ahead. I still get as excited as a child when planning 
the decorating and, of course, the gathering together of people 
I love the most. I am always fascinated by the variety of 
traditions that people follow in celebrating this magical 
occasion, so with this in mind I persuaded our team to reveal 
their own decorating rituals, too (see page 74). In my own home 
the Christmas tree is hung with hundreds of warm-white lights 
and groans with the weight of baubles we have collected over 
the years: feathered partridges and glittering green pears, ruby 
red apples, stars in old gold and bronze as well as cinnamon 
twigs wrapped in bundles with organza ribbon. I have even 
been known to indulge in two trees: Christmas is the one 
time of year when I can’t help but feel that more is more! 

I do hope that our festive offerings will spark your 
imagination; sometimes we all need a little kick-start to the 
anticipation and then it’s full steam ahead to creating the 
heart-warming gathering we hope to achieve each year. 


• Playing at furniture rearrangements to try new 
configurations in the sitting room ready to host a 
large number of guests (see page 102 for ideas). 

• Making our guest bedrooms extra inviting It is only 
in the last few years that we have taken over the 
baton as hosts for the extended family at Christmas, 
and I want to ensure that all who stay overnight feel 
completely at home. 

• Buying vintage linen to dress our dining table for 
the Christmas feast. It was a discovery at The Malt 
House Emporium in Stroud - a wonderful resource 
for affordable antiques and vintage pieces, as well 
as present shopping! malthouseemporium.com 


With warm regards. 



Kerryn Harper-Cuss, Editor 


V(i!> 


Follow us on Twitter, @englishhometeam, and 
Pinterest at pinterest.com/theenglishhome 
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ARTHUR BRETT 


SINCE 1860 



Fine Bespoke English Furniture 

Demonstrating the highest standards of the furniture maker's craft this elegant Regency-style writing table epitomises the work 
of Arthur Brett. Made in mahogany with satinwood and rosewood, it features extensive brass inlays and hand-made solid brass 
fittings. The writing surface is lined with finest quality antiqued and gilt-tooled leather, available in a range of hand-dyed colours, 

Corporate I Residential I Hotels I Yachts 


Arthur Brett 

103 Pimlico Road, London SWIW 8PH 
Tel: 0207 730 7304 enquiries@arthurbrett.com 
WWW. ar thurbrett. com 




■Gi^tKer one all 

AccommodaSng a ,Vesplendent tree, and 
i^lpra auestslover Christmas can require a 
little rnanoeiJvring.o^j^miture. For 
evening rings, ^tomfy armchair can 
be brought, in'^o create a cosy spo t_b,v the, 
fire fbt a f^tive tipple or two, and move d 
awayio mifke space whenjie eded. 
Timorous deaVties Napoleon Bee Cushion, 
£108; ASA Wooden Tray, £31; and other 
accessories, all availa^l^at.Houseology 
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CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT 
Christmas china 
Having a special collection of 
plates or cups just for Christmas 
is rather charming, and there are 
some pretty motifs available that 
are wintery rather than overtly 
festive. Perfect for supping a 
warming hot chocolate or coffee 
laced with Christmas spirit. 
Ceramic robin mugs, from £7.95; 
robin jug, £29.95, and other 
accessories all from Parlane 
Set the scene 

Classic green-and-red schemes 
set an instant festive mood. 
Choose deep greens and claret 
reds paired with crisp white 
linens for a sophisticated table 
for the big day's celebrations. 
Red Checked Holiday napkin, 
£9.20; Happy Holiday napkin 
ring, £9; striped runner in white 
and green, £45, all Lexington 
Company stocked in John Lewis, 
House of Fraser and Fenwick 
Pick and mix 

Made from recycled glass, these 
baubles have a lovely vintage- 
style patina and come in a range 
of shapes, colours and sizes for a 
colourful, eclectic blend. 

From a selection, Nkuku ^ 









ALBION 


Handmade bathrooms diret 


What 


naKes an AiDion nam unique 

elusive Iso Enamel material creates a difFerfence you can fe^L... 


T ake a look at our hand made baths and bathroom suites. Formulated from our 
unique Iso-Enamel material, an Albion bath has aU the qualities of east iron but 
without the drawbaeks, sueh as extreme weight and heat loss. With over 50 different 
models to ehoose from, well have you spoilt for ehoiee. Remember, its not just 
baths that we are known for - ehoose from elassieal or modern bathroom eoUeetions 


Request your broehure: 

Call 01255 831605 

or go to: www.albionbathco.conn 


ineluding taps, showers and fine sanitaryware. Your new bathroom awaits. 


Etruscan Bath - 3 sizes avaiiabie. Image Supplied by Little Greene. 





CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT 
That's a wrap 

These papers are wonderfully 
versatile, and can either be 
matched with brown string and 
foliage for a rustic look, or the 
spot of glittery pattern can be 
highlighted with sparkly ribbons. 
Glitter star and glitter dove 2m 
wrap, £4 each; selection of tags 
from £2 for 5, all BHS 
Subtle sprig 

The understated pretty holly motif 
of this tableware imbues a delicate 
festive flavour. The jug holding a 
relaxed arrangement of foliage is 
an ideal centrepiece for an 
informal yet beautiful table. 
Christmas medium round jug, 

£58; Christmas holly small bowl, 
£14.50, all Susie Watson 
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A trifle tempting 

Whether it is granny's sherry- 
soaked traditional version, or, 
perhaps, a boozy tiramisu or 
chocolate alternative, a decadent 
layered trifle is a show-stopping 
centrepiece. A deep bowl that 
showcases each delicious layer 
makes it all the more tempting. 
Fluted Trifle Bowl, £20, Waitrose 
Frosty friend 

Building snowmen is a pastime 
that cannot always be guaranteed 
in an English winter. If flakes refuse 
to settle, this little chap 
set a snowy scene. 

Snowman Snowgiobe, £27, 

Cox 8c Cox ► 




FEATURE KATY MCLEAN 



CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT 

On the nice list 

Waking up to find that Father 
Christmas has been and filled the 
stocking at the foot of the bed is a 
moment of sheer elation for little 
ones. These designs can be 
personalised, too, so there is no 
mistaking who's been a good boy 
or girl this year. 

Personalised stockings, £32 each, 
Great Little Trading Company 
Season's slumber 
It might seem frivolous to buy 
Christmassy bedlinen, but this 
affordable, reversible set (with 
robin and stag heads on either 
side) is a little fun for Christmas 
Eve, for young and old. 

Stag head reversible robin quilt- 
cover set, double, £12, Dunelm 
Baking traditions 
Much like favourite baubles, which 
are proudly brought out but once 
a year, festive cutters and baking 
accessories only get a fleeting 
annual use. That is not to say they 
should not be special, though; 
having a smart set will be a joy to 
dig out when mince pie and biscuit 
making starts in earnest in early 
December. 

Copper baking accessories, from 
£2.50, Sainsbury's ■ 
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CHESNEY’S 



Luxury fired by design 


LONDON I NEW YORK | SHANGHAI 


Chesney’s has fireplace and stove dealers throughout the UK • chesneys.co.uk 
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FINE WINES 
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Stocking fillers and gifts that wil 
delight the hard-to-buy-for 


1 For the chocoholic... 
Artisan du chocolat 
sea-salted caramels 
with spiced figs, £14.99, 
John Lewis 

2 For the gardener... 
Letterbox birdhouse, 
£16.99, Amazon 

3 For the poker player... 
Beetle double playing 
card set, £19.95, Ted 
Baker at Wild & Wolf 

4 For fun and games... 
Children's Games, £15, 
Fortnum & Mason 

5 For a good friend... 

A year's subscription to 
The English Home is 1 2 
gifts in one (see page 95) 


6 For the mixologist... 
Tipplesworth Mini 
Martini Kit, £19.99, 
Selfridges 

1 For the organised.. 
Clever pencils, orange, 
£15.99, Joanna Wood 

8 For the pampered pooch... 
Crochet Bone Toy 
Marmalade/Grey, £14. 95; 
Baseball Collar Dark 
Grey/Apricot, from 
£42.50, Mungo & Maud 

9 For little ones... 
Carousel humming top, 
£12.50, Maiden 

10 For the wine buff... 
Fine Wines, published by 
Assouline, £32, Amara 
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Richard Baker is proud to launch his new 
collection of luxury wardrobes 

Telephone: 0208 336 6117 

257 Burlington Road, New Malden, KT3 4NE 

www.wardrobe.me.uk 



Showroom open Saturdays 1 0am - 4pm 





Walnut and berry 
mini wreath, £5, 
John Lewis 


Ice skate, £3, 
Marks and 
Spencer 


littala Fox 
baubles, 
£22 each, 
Skandium 


TEN TREASURES 


Dressing the tree is an intrinsic part of Christmas, and the 
addition of one or two special ornaments each year to add to 
a treasured collection of family favourites can be a memorable 
part of the ritual, offering an annual opportunity to peruse the 
tempting new selections. This year’s treasures range from the 
richly tactile - sumptuous feathered eggs and gorgeous 
embroidery - to the exquisitely delicate - finely etched, 
hand'blown glass and delightfully whimsical illustrations. 
Choosing just one or two may prove to be quite a challenge. 


Partridge feather egg bauble, 
£19.50, Lux Deco 


Embroidered toy 
soldier, £9.95, 
Highgrove 


Large hand-blown etched 
bauble, £36, Artifactually 
at Selfridges 


Embroidered black-and- 
gold star, £11, National 
Gallery 


Teacup and 
saucer 
bauble, £20, 
Fortnum & 
Mason 


Bertie on wheels decoration, 
£24, Plum & Ashby 
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FEATURE JILL SHEARER 



Dressing 

agewardrobec 
!03 355 8575 









Jim 

Lawi^nce 



Lighting & Home 


Experience the full range at www.jim-lawrence.co.uk 
Call: 01473 826934 Visit our showroom: The Ironworks, Lady Lane, Hadleigh, Suffolk IP7 6BQ 


NOTEBOOK 

Our monthly digest of inside information on people, places and pursuits 



The Perfect Turkey 


Choosing a bird is the first step to 
ensuring a delicious centrepiece for 
the Christnnas Day feast. A breed that 
has been reared organically will yield 
a tastier result. Fortnum & Mason 
favours the Bourbon Red, a heritage 
breed reared to full nnaturity. The 
Bronze is a breed fanned for a nnoist, 
juicy meat and is also reared on the 
Daylesford farm. Farm manager 
Richard Smith explains the breed is 
naturally slower growing than modern 


white hybrid birds. "The slow growth 
allows the Bronze to use their ability 
to forage and live off the land." 
Honour a slow-grown, organic bird 
by cooking to perfection. Fortnum's 
head of fresh food, Andrew Cavanna, 
advises cooking turkey breast-side 
down, to allow the fat to run into 
the white meat, turning over for the 
last half hour of cooking. 

Visit fortnumandmason.com; 
daylesford.com 


Diary - Festive Markets 



BATH CHRISTMAS MARKET 

26 November - 13 December 
bathchristmasmarket.co.uk 

OXFORD CHRISTMAS MARKET 

10-20 December 
oxfordchristmasmarket.co.uk 

HARROGATE CHRISTMAS MARKET 

19-22 November 
harrogatechristmasmarket. org 

CHESTER CHRISTMAS MARKET 

19 November - 20 December 
christmasinchester.com/christmas-market 

LEAMINGTON SPA YULETIDE FAIR 

Every Sunday 4 October - 20 December 
christmasmarkets.com 

BRISTOL CHRISTMAS MARKET 

6 November - 22 December 
bris to Igermanchris tmasmarket. co.uk 

LIVING CRAFTS FOR CHRISTMAS FAIR, 
BLENHEIM PALACE 

19-22 November 
livingcrafts.co.uk 

EXETER CHRISTMAS MARKET 

19 November - 19 December 
christmasmarkets.com 

WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL CHRISTMAS MARKET 

19 November - 22 December 
winchester-cathedral, org.uk 

WORCESTER VICTORIAN FAYRE 

26- 29 November 
christmasmarkets.com 

A VICTORIAN FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS, 
PORTSMOUTH 

27- 29 November 
christmasfestival.co.uk 

BIRMINGHAM FRANKFURT CHRISTMAS MARKET 
AND CRAFT FAIR 

12 November - 22 December 
birmingham.gov.uk/frankfurtmarket 

LEEDS CHRISTKINDELMARKT TRADITIONAL 
GERMAN MARKET 

13 November - 20 December 
christmasmarkets.com 


THE ENGLISH HOME 23 




TITCHMARSH & GOODWIN 

Beautiful hand-crafted English furniture 



Jolly Days Out 



AFTERNOON TEA At Christmas, afternoon tea 
can be especially lovely if accompanied by a 
festive tune being tinkled on the ivories. 

The Goring Hotel currently holds the top 
accolade for afternoon tea destination in the 
capital by the Tea Guild; visit afternoontea. 
co.uk to discover more recommendations. 

THEATRE Most theatre schedules are 
dominated by pantomime during 
December. These shows are full of comedy 
caper for young minds, and often some 
amusing innuendo for older ones. 

BALLET For a more refined experience, 
a performance of a traditional ballet is 
magical, and none more so than The 
Nutcracker, which The Royal Ballet will be 
performing at the Royal Opera House, 

8 December - 14 January, and the National 
Ballet will be performing at the Coliseum, 
16 December - 10 January. Other 
companies include the Birmingham Royal 
Ballet, and the Northern Ballet, which will 
be on tour from November to January. 

SKATING Most towns and cities now have 
temporary rinks installed for the festive 
season. London is lucky to have several in 
beautiful locations, including the Natural 
History Museum and Skate at Somerset 
House with Fortnum (Sc Mason (pictured). 

MEET FATHER CHRISTMAS The National Trust 
has a number of locations, from castles to 
historic manor houses, complete with 
opportunities to meet Father Christmas, 
receive a gift and enjoy some traditional 
yuletide activities. Visit nationaltrust.org.uk 
in December for more details. 

SEE THE LIGHTS Illuminations grace town 
centres from November, but there are many 
other opportunities for beautiful light 
shows. Westonbirt Arboretum’s Enchanted 
Forest is a popular miledong illuminated 
tree trail, whilst towns such as Brighton 
hold lantern parades - Burning the Clocks, 
21 December - which are always a delight. 



Characterful Cards 


1 Angel concertina, £4.50, Berry Re(d 

2 Penguin and chick in cracker hats, £3.50, 
birdsinhats at Etsy 3 Christmas pud, £2.45, 
Crumble Cottage 4 12 Days of Christmas, 
pack of 12 (one of each design for each of 
the 12 days), £20, Cutture 5 Christmas 
cup, £2.26, Poppy Treffry 6 Catching 
snowflakes, £2.50, Belle & Boo 7 Skating 
Mouse card, £5, Fortnum & Mason 8 The 
Adoration of the Kings (Foppa), triple set, 
box of 32 cards £12.50, National Gallery 
Company 9 Personalised cottage door, 
£3.95, Honey Tree Publishing at Not on 
the High Street ► 
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Special Helper 

The act of wrapping presents can be hugely enjoyable, but for those who 
are filled with dread at the prospect, there is a little helping hand. Kirsten 
Westlake founded the bespoke presenUwrapping service, Wrapsody, to help 
those who “don’t have the time, inclination or, perhaps, artistic skills to do 
it themselves.” Prices start at £3 a present, but can peak at around £60 for 
something spectacular - perhaps for a special event or gesture. Presents can 
be collected, dropped off or sent directly from online shops to the 
Hampstead studio in London, wrapsody.co.uk 





Stirring Carol Concerts 

D York Minster, Christmas Carol Concert Nights, 4 and 5 December 
Q Royal Albert Hall, Christmas Singalong, 13 December, 4.15pm 
(tickets must be bought in advance) B Ely Cathedral, Hark the Herald 
annual carol concert, 23 December, 7.30pm D King’s College, 
Cambridge, A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols, Christmas Eve, 3pm, 
broadcast live on Radio 4, queue to attend the service before 9.30am. 




Seasonal Floral Courses 


Judith Blacklock Flower School 

Christmas Table Arrangement, £95, 9 December 
An evening workshop in Knightsbridge to learn how 
to create a long-lasting centrepiece (example shown 
above). The arrangement of fragrant foliage, 
cinnamon, fruits and berries should last until 
Christmas by replacing the fresh roses as required. 
judithblacklock.com 

Cotswold Gardening School 

Christmas Wreath Making Workshop, £40, 
various dates in December 
Morning workshops with tea, coffee and nibbles 
included whilst learning how to make a festive 
wreath for yourself or as a gift. 
cotswoldgardeningschool.co.uk 

The Sussex Flower School 

Garland and wreath-making workshop, £100, 

23 November, 1 7 December 
Learn how to make a traditional moss-based 
wreath, decorated with foliage and other natural 
accessories in the morning, followed by an 
afternoon of making a eucalyptus and spruce 
garland for the mantelpiece. Includes 
refreshments and lunch. 
thesussexfiowerschool. co. uk 

Glemham Hall, Suffolk 

Floral design and decor full-day workshop, £125, 
10 and 1 1 December 

Create magical decorative pieces using fine 
quality flowers and hedgerow gatherings in a 
wonderful Elizabethan country-house setting. 
figaandco.co.uk 

The Cambridge Flower School 

Festive dining, £55, 19 December 

Choose either a morning or afternoon workshop 

to create a beautiful long table arrangement to 

use as a centrepiece for the Christmas table. 

thecambridgeflowerschool.co.uk 

Tallulah Rose 

Christmas course, £150, 7 December 
A day course in Bath, teaching the techniques 
to create a winter door wreath and swag. 
tallulahroseflowers.com ■ 
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HURLING HAM 


SIMBA 


Hand Carved Marble 


www.hurlinghambaths.co.uk 

For Stockists: T: 01400263310 E: salcs@hurlinghambaths.co.uk 




The snug is the cosy hub ot the 
Strutts' fannily Christnnas. The 
window seat and cushions are 
covered in Cabbages and Roses 
fabrics, including Jolly Stripe 
and Constance in Raspberry. , 
The Christnnas tree from 
Osborne's Christmas Trees in 
Somerset is decorated with four 
strands of warm fairy lights. A 
selection of presents is wrapped 
in Poster Roll red wrapping paper 
from Hobbycraft. 





ROSY GLOW 


founder Christina Strutt dresses hei 
jStfi^e^Witfrfestrve reds, natural foliage and twinkling 
"Q@-r>d]fe1Igbtfor- an atmospheric and inviting setting 


JEATURE AND STYLING SUZANNA BALL PHOTOGRAPHY MARK SCOTT 





ABOVE Christina 
decided to swap 
the location of the 
original kitchen with 
a larger room at 
the opposite end 
of the house where 
the family can gather 
in comfort. 

RIGHT Christina likes 
the natural colours 
of fresh winter 
greenery. The wreath 
was specially made 
by Tallulah Rose 
Flower School in 
nearby Bath. 
OPPOSITE On 
Christmas Day, after 
a visit to Christina's 
sister, the family 
gathers to open their 
presents around the 
cottage fire. The 
Cable-knit stocking 
is from Dobbies. 


H idden deep in the Somerset countryside, 
amongst a rabbit warren of leafy lanes, a 
long driveway curls its way down a steep 
incline to reveal Christina Strutt’s 
cottage. In front of the house, an olddashioned 
courtyard with a weathered bench provides a 
welcoming seat to enjoy the view. Across from the 
courtyard a hand'built wooden pavilion is decorated 
with a constellation of white fairy lights, beyond 
which, rolling gardens sweep down to a meandering 
brook, fringed with a thicket of trees. 

Nestled in the embrace of this secluded hillside, an 
old stone corner cottage is a quintessential vision with 
a heavy wooden door and a traditional metal bell 
suspended high above it. The tranquil scene is only 
stirred by the wind whooshing like a roller coaster 
through the trees, a little dog joyfully yapping and 
Christina’s grandson, Frankie, laughing and playing 
games with the unbridled delight of a child who enjoys 
the freedom of living in such an inspiring rural setting. 
“The countryside the house sits in really is the most 
magical place, truly unspoilt and untouched, and just 
an hour and nineteen minutes from London,” explains 
Christina, whose son, Edward, and his young family 
live opposite the cottage on the grounds. 

Furthermore, it is not just the idyllic pastoral 
location that has inspired its owner, but the cottage ► 
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Nestled in the embrace of a secluded hillside, this old stone 
cottage is a quintessentially English vision 


itself. In 2000, Christina began fabric and homeware 
company Cabbages (Sc Roses, offering a selection of 
faded floral prints and nostalgic buys plus two clothing 
ranges a year. The company, which has now grown into 
a global success story, began as a maihorder business 
based in her Somerset cottage. 

Christmas is wonderfully suited to the cottage’s cosy 
charm, and natural decorations are abundant on the 
doorstep. “I love decorating the house for Christmas, 
but I do it rather simply. I’m over baubles and tinsel 
- I love a million white fairy lights, a natural tree and 
natural decorations, and I bring in ivy and Christmas 
tree branches from outside,” explains Christina. 

The warmth in Christina’s voice tells of a great 
fondness for her home, enjoyed over many years. “I met 
my husband and the cottage at the same time, 35 years 
ago. I loved the cottage the minute I met it - almost 
more than my husband!” she chuckles. The property 
was part of an estate bought by Strutt’s indaws’ family in 
the 1800s, and when his parents died, Christina’s 
husband, Mark, retained the cottage. Built around 
1500, the main house served as a monastery for some 


time, “This house was the mill cottage, so I presume the 
monks milled their flour down here,” she muses. 

When the couple first moved into the cottage the 
decor was not to Christina’s taste. The cottage was 
listed, so the exterior could not be altered, but luckily 
Christina had fallen for its charm and did not wish to 
change it, however, inside was a different matter. “The 
family had inherited a lot of enormous furniture, 
which somehow fitted into this house, but slowly we 
got rid of the great big heavy lumps of mahogany and 
grand pianos and I feminised the decor.” 

Gradually, Christina began to fill each room with 
treasured possessions but, after 20 years of living in the 
house, she felt that the cottage was missing fabrics and 
accessories that eased into place and fitted amongst 
interiors that bore the charm of age, with characterful 
curves, winding little corridors and quaint archway 
doors. Upon searching, Christina was disappointed, 
“There was never anything that was ready faded, that 
was gentle and beautiful, so we invented it ourselves.” 

Christina was influenced by the mellow manner of 
the house and garden, “It’s such a pretty and gentle ► 


CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP LEFT Christmas 
morning breakfast is 
served in an eclectic 
range of mismatched 
tableware. Tablecloth 
in Bees fabric, 
Cabbages & Roses. 
The cheerful checked 
sofa is the perfect 
place to sip a glass 
of port on Christmas 
Eve after the children 
are tucked up in bed. 
A spicy clementine- 
and-clove scented 
pillar candle from 
Highgrove imparts 
a festive glow. 

The boot room offers 
ample space for the 
family's outerwear. 
Thick cottage walls 
provide a number of 
cosy window seats. 

A sturdy apple box 
doubles as a clever 
Christmas-tree stand. 
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ABOVE Neutral 
bedroom walls 
provide a crisp 
backdrop for artwork 
and mementos. The 
ornate mirror above 
the bed is vintage. 
Duvet cover, Hatley 
Cerise Cabbages 
range, available from 
John Lewis. Bedside 
tablecloth, Alderney 
Raspberry on linen. 
RIGHT The guest 
bedroom is painted 
in Babouche from 
Farrow & Ball, adding 
a punchy contrast to 
the faded Toile de 
Poulet blind, by 
Cabbages & Roses. 


little house, and it sort of dictates our lifestyle. It leads 
you into the garden to grow the vegetables; it makes 
you appreciate nature outside and bring nature inside. 
It’s just very undemanding and, I think, inspirational.” 

The first Cabbages fabric was a faded rose print that 
harmonised with the natural pallor of the house. “It 
was a great relief to get rid of the old curtains, and to 
hang up something more gentle and delicious.” 

Although the walls of the cottage are mostly painted 
in muted Farrow (Sc Ball shades, the schemes are not 
minimal. Each room is filled with cherished curios. “I 
would rather everything is neutral, and I can then have 
possessions that can tell the story.” In the snug, which 
is Christina’s favourite room, all manner of objects 
narrate the scene, from a jam-packed bookcase telling 
of far-flung travels, to farm animal paintings collected 
over the years; all cleverly balanced by neutral walls 
and airy fabrics to lighten the phrasing of the room. 

During the winter, the snug fireplace is lit, along 
with all the other fires in the house, and come the 
festivities, the toasty rooms are full to the brim with 
guests. “We have a lot of people staying at Christmas. 
We’re also very lucky because our grandchildren live 
next door,” Christina enthuses. She is clearly looking 
forward to creating many more Christmas memories, 
as the family grow up in this unique halcyon setting. ■ 
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Introducing the new 
'directory' of award-winning 
ocean and river cruise holidays 



TITAN TRAVEL 

BEST CRUISE AGENT 


Over 100 superb ocean and river cruises altogether in our new 
Cruise Compendium brochure and special offers on selected 
cruises if booked by 30 November 2015! 

■ Double onboard credit on selected Fred. Olsen holidays 

■ Savings of up to £2500 per person on selected itineraries 

■ NCL speciality dining packages 

■ Special offers for solo travellers 

■ Plus many morel 



35 BRAND 
NEW CRUISES 

including Hawaii and luxury river 
sailings with AmaWaterways 


PEACE OF MIND 

A UK Titan tour manager 
accompanies you throughout^ 


DOOR TO DOOR 

VIP home transfers included 
free on every holiday* 


To request your free brochure, visit titantravel.CO.uk 
or call FREE on 0800 988 581 9 quoting EH4 OFC 


®ABTA O' 

ABTANO.Y174X 


Calls free from BT landlines, mobiles may vary. Terms and Conditions apply on some offers. ^Exceptions apply. *Except Scottish Islands and Sark, where vehicle 
access is restricted - we invite those residents to nominate a mainland address for their pick-up. The majority of Titan's VIP Home Departure Service® transfers 
are not exclusive to one holiday booking and journeys to and from the airport may be undertaken via additional addresses. 





The bespoke dining table, which Katie 
connnnissioned from Garden Art in 
Hungerford, has been laid for 
Christmas with a collection of antique 
German hot-glass plates and glassware 
from William Yeoward. Presiding over 
the scene is an imposing oriental 
painting above the fireplace, which 
came from Indigo Antiques. 



This painter's home is adorned with eastern influences and 
- equestrian ephemera, as well as her own original work 


FEATURE JANICE BOTTERILL PHOTOGRAPHY DAVID PARMITER 
STYLING ANN BROAD AND JILL SHEARER 














T:^ 

is 




ABOVE The 
conservatory provides 
a light-filled seating 
area, complete with 
medicine cabinets 
from Indigo and a 
birdcage that Katie 
designed herself. 
RIGHT The bespoke 
kitchen was made by 
a local carpenter to 
Katie's own design. 
OPPOSITE Neptune 
upholstered dining 
chairs are juxtaposed 
with wrought iron 
seats from Oka. 


T his is an elastic house,” laughs Katie 

Osborne, “and there are never fewer than 
24 of us around the table at Christmas!” 
Katie and her husband Jamie share this 
rambling Berkshire home with their four children: 
Woolfie, Tom, Hubie and Saffie, five dogs and a 
parakeet - not to mention the 70-onso racehorses in 
the stables. Katie, an artist (known professionally as 
Katie O’Sullivan) and Jamie, a successful former jockey 
and now racehorse trainer are at the helm of this busy, 
vibrant and familyTriendly home. 

The couple bought the house - originally two 
cottages, overgrown with ivy and needing complete 
rewiring and plumbing - in the winter of 1996. Over 
the years, Katie and Jamie have extended, tweaked and 
rearranged the layout of this property to create a 
succession of light and elegant spaces for entertaining, 
whilst retaining a cosier feel in the sitting rooms and ► 



diunUj 


THE ENGLISH HOME 39 








If 


i 1 















1H|| 

1 I 

111 




I 

111 






1 








Katie^s home is full of intriguing objects^ each one 
catching the eye with a wonderful story to tell 


ABOVE The 'Grey 
Room' is a cosy space 
with chairs from 
Youlls Antiques. The 
needlepoint rug 
came from Anna 
Manners Rugs. 
OPPOSITE, 
CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP LEFT Hand- 
decorated glass 
bauble from the 
Tanssi collection 
at littala. 

The antique bombe 
chest in the Grey 
Room is from Youlls. 

A pretty wreath by 
Treez & Flowers of 
Great Somerford, 
adorns the door. 

A roaring fire greets 
guests in the 
entrance hall. 


bedrooms for the family to retreat to on quiet 
evenings. This eminently versatile family home has 
now been the backdrop to almost twenty festive 
celebrations, and Katie looks forward to Christmas 
as a time to gather friends and family around their 
bespoke dining table and to enjoy the wonderful 
home they have created together. 

The renovations were not without their hiccups. 

Not everything went entirely to plan. “The floor in the 
dining room was meant to be a pale, greyToned oak,” 
Katie remembers. “I popped out when it was being laid 
and came back to a much yellower floor than I had 
originally planned. What do you do? Rip it out and 
start again? I didn’t want to do that.” 

Instead, Katie decided to work with the unplanned- 
for colour, commissioning an impressive dining table 
from Garden Art in Hungerford and sourcing an 
imposing oriental portrait for the fireplace. She 
remembered some burnished tea jars that she had 
originally planned to use as lamp-bases, which would 
highlight the new floor shade perfectly and bring the 


room together. The result is a sumptuous, luxurious 
dining space, and the high ceiling provides a perfect 
spot for the Christmas tree. Decorating the tree is, 
of course, a family affair, with an abundance of 
baubles and trinkets collected over the years and 
a selection of home-made creations from the 
children’s school years (although Katie confesses that 
she can never resist a little maternal re-arrangement 
when everyone has gone to bed.) 

Katie works from home, often on commission, 
spending up to twelve hours a day in her studio, just a 
stone’s throw from the back door. She paints exquisite 
oils of animals - from lions to birds, and most 
frequently the magnificent thoroughbred horses that 
populate the rolling gallops surrounding her Berkshire 
home. In the run-up to her fifth solo exhibition at The 
Osborne Studio Gallery, the studio is a riot of canvases 
in various stages of preparation and completion. There 
are tables full of tubes of oil paints, jars of brushes, the 
aroma of turpentine and quotes from Radio 4 scrawled 
on the wall - this is definitely a working studio. ► 
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ABOVE The stone 
flooring throughout 
the hall and kitchen 
is from Classical 
Flagstones. The 
family's equestrian 
endeavours are 
charted by rows of 
rosettes adorning the 
16 th-century beams. 
OPPOSITE The four 
poster is from And 
So to Bed, whilst the 
chest of drawers is 
from Youlls Antiques. 


Katie studied at Chelsea College of Art in the 1980s, 
was the recipient of the prestigious Biddulph Painting 
Scholarship and sold every piece in her MA final 
show. She is inspired by historic artists, such as Alfred 
Munnings, Edgar Degas and Henri de Toulouse- 
Lautrec, painting on sheets of copper and steel, layered 
with gold and silver leaf, contrasting the metallic 
surfaces with the organic, vibrant and physical nature 
of her subjects. Her works often include elements of 
collage and text, including racing cards and other 
equestrian ephemera. 

Her finely tuned artist’s eye is evident throughout 
the house. “I haven’t consciously planned the rooms 
here - I buy what I love and then move things around 
to fit.” Over the years, she has stumbled upon pieces, 
from a four-poster bed to tiny embroidered alms 
purses, and a successful exhibition or the completion 
of a commission can also result in unexpected 
additions to her collections. She regularly visits Indigo 
Antiques in Manningford Bruce, Wiltshire, en route 


to her framers, PR Elletson, in Pewsey. When 
shopping in nearby Hungerford, she is rarely able to 
resist a look in Youlls Antiques, often succumbing 
to temptation. No wonder that her home is full of 
intriguing and interesting objects, all eye-catching and 
with a wonderful story to tell. 

Katie’s love of colour, layering and texture is most 
evident in the family’s two sitting rooms - the Red and 
Grey rooms, tucked away in the oldest part of the 
house. Sofas are strewn with a collection of 
needlepoint cushions and almost every wall is covered 
with paintings of animals, including Katie’s studies of 
the horses and performers at Giffords Circus - an 
annual and popular visitor to nearby Marlborough in 
the summer months. A trip to Hong Kong for her first 
international exhibition cemented Katie’s love of 
Oriental paintings, furniture and fabrics - the striking 
collection of antique blue-and-white china she brought 
back on her lap (when luggage allowances were more 
generous) are displayed in the Grey Room. ► 
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TOP The walls of the guest room 
are painted in Hardwick White by 
Farrow & Ball. Oriental cabinets 
from Oka and octagonal tole lamp 
bases add a touch of eastern style. 
ABOVE Katie's studio is filled with 
works in progress - exquisite oils 
of animals and birds painted on 
copper and steel and shimmering 
with gold and silver leaf. 

RIGHT The prints lining the walls 
in the bathroom were taken from 
a book and then framed. 


Throughout the house there are echoes of 
the family’s equestrian connections, not 
only with Katie’s own work but with 
paintings, objects, prints and books 
celebrating horses in all their glory. In the 
hall are a number of glittering Waterford 
Crystal trophies won by Jamie over the 
course of his successful career as a jockey 
and racehorse trainer, whilst the original 
sixteenth-century beams are swathed in 
hundreds of rosettes won by daughter 
Saffie, already a keen competitive 
horsewoman at just 13 years old - the 
two collections placed side by side create 
a colourful and vibrant display. 

This house is full of life and energy, 
serving its owners as a place of work, a 
house to welcome friends and colleagues 
and a family home full of laughter and 
fun - especially at Christmas. ■ 

Katie O’Sullivan’s fifth solo exhibition of 
equestrian and wildlife paintings can be seen at 
The Osborne Studio Gallery in London, from 
10 November - 4 December 2015. 
katieosullivanart. com 
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FOR WHERE TO BUY SEE ADDRESS BOOK 



AWARD-WINNING DISCOVERY CRUISING 
CRAFTED BY US, TAILORED BY YOU 


Cruise with Voyages of Discovery to discover the world your way. 

These two extraordinary cruises offer you a fantastic way to take in some 
of the world's most exciting destinations. On board our comfortable 
small ship Vb/oger there's a friendly atmosphere, with just 540 
passengers joining you. All meals, Guest Speaker talks, flights and 
overseas transfers are included, with a programme of optional shore 
excursions so you can tailor-make your perfect holiday. 

ALL FARES INCLUDE 

• Flights & overseas transfers • Onboard gratuities & service charges 

• All meals, entertainment, workshops & a range of daily activities 

• Lively talks by Guest Speakers 



VIKING LANDS & 
ICELANDIC EXPLORER 

NORWAY I ICELAND | FAROE ISLANDS 

20TH JUNE 2016 

13-DAY CRUISE 

SAVE 10% 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Charming Bergen and its 
Hansetic waterfront 

• Akureyri, your gateway to dramatic 
landscapes of ice and fire 

• Explore the UNESCO-listed Thingvellir 
National Park 

• Admire the abundance of birdlife in the 
North Atlantic 

• Discover the contrasting landscapes of 
the remote Faroe Islands 


FARES PER PERSON VGR 1 60620 


CABIN TYPE 

BROCHURE 

EARE 

OFFER 

EARE 

SAVING 

2 Bed Inside 

£1,749 

£1,574 

£175 

2 Bed Outside 

£2,099 

£1,889 

£210 

Balcony Cabin 

£3,379 

£3,041 

£338 


Discovery Club members 


GREEK & TURKISH 
DELIGHT 

GREECE I TURKEY 

26TH SEPTEMBER 2016 

14-DAY CRUISE 

SAVE 10% 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Overnight in port to explore 
intriguing Istanbul 

• Explore the legendary city 
of Troy 

• Magnificent archaeological sites 
of Pergamum and Ephesus 

• Wonder at the natural beauty of the 
Greek Isles 

• Extended stay in Piraeus to discover 
Athens' ancient treasures 


FARES PER PERSON VGR 1 60926 


CABIN TYPE 

BROCHURE 

EARE 

OFFER 

EARE 

SAVING 

2 Bed Inside 

£1,699 

£1,529 

£170 

2 Bed Outside 

£2,229 

£2,006 

£223 

Balcony Cabin 

£3,589 

£3,230 

£359 


an additional 5% discount. 


Book your cruise today or request our latest brochure by calling 

0800 043 9408 

visit voyagesofdiscovery.co.uk or contact your local travel agent U3) clST 

! -sJ / / ^ '§£1^ — K-Sasr"" ABTANO.W0302 


Calls to 0800 numbers are free. All fares apply to new bookings only, are correct as of 1 5th October 201 5, are subject to availability and may be withdrawn at any time and must be booked by 31 st December 201 5. Fares shown are based on 
twin occupancy. Fares shown include applicable discounts. Fares shown represent the lowest cabin grade available. Retrospective discounts cannot be applied. For full terms and conditions please visitwww.voyagesofdiscovery.co.uk. Flights included 
are economy and where applicable overseas airport transfers apply to Voyages of Discovery dedicated group flights only. Travel insurance is not included. Booking terms and conditions apply. Visas where applicable are included in your cruise fare 
although there are some exceptions. For full details on visa exclusions see our Voyages of Discovery Ocean cruise brochure and please check visa requirements when booking. Voyages of Discovery is a trading name of All Leisure Holidays. ABTA 
W0302 ATOL 3897. Data protection - Voyages of Discovery is part of All Leisure Holidays, Compass House, Rockingham Road, Market Harborough, Leicestershire, LEI 6 7QD. For further information, please see the Voyages of Discovery Privacy 
Policy at vwvw.voyagesofdiscovery.co.uk 












The light-filled jdrawing room 
is the size of a;%mall ballroom^ 
The w^lls have been covered 
in Zoffany's Eleonora bird and 
branch patterned paper. The 
nine-foot Vermont White Spr^c^ 
Christmas tree is by Balsam 








a property s former owners across th 
cei/turies can provide an additional layer of connection 
i/eaching beyond mere bricks and mortar, to^a home 


ives 


FEATURE ANNE ARMSTRONG PHOTOGRAPHY DAVID PA^Ml 
STYLING JANICE BOTTERILL AND JILL SHEARER 
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CLOCKWISE FROM 
ABOVE A fresh 
wreath designed by 
Pulteney Bridge 
Flowers, connbining 
roses and eucalyptus. 
The Oka dining table 
is flanked by a set of 
chairs sourced by 
C & P Interiors. 

Carol acquired copies 
of early 20th-century 
photographs of some 
previous occupants 
of Radford Villa. 
Playful tealight 
holders top the table. 
Decor in the library is 
based around 
Zoffany's Sloane 
Avenue wallpaper. 
The armchair's fabric 
is Zoffany Vivaldi. 

Tree decorations 
include a delicate 
lamb from Lux Deco. 


P eople who live in very old houses often 
speculate about the original owners. It is 
exciting, therefore, when plenty of accurate 
information exists to reveal - 200 years on - 
something about the lives of the people who have gone 
before. Carol and Peter Richards know quite a lot 
about previous residents of their handsome Georgian 
home, as it has a traceable pedigree. “We have heard 
a lot about the history from local people, and I am 
always hungry to find out more,” says Carol. 

The Richards’ home, Radford Villa, is set in four 
and a half acres, in a village near Bath. Initially a 
farmhouse, it dates back to the early 1800s, when it 
was built by the son of a local farming and milling 
family whose social importance was on the rise. A 
Regency extension was added in the 1830s, when the 
young man’s wife, a prolific thrower of parties, needed 
more space to entertain guests. The property later 
moved into the hands of a family of market gardeners, 
who covered the grounds with glasshouses where they 
grew carnations to national acclaim. 

“We are the seventh family to live here,” says Carol, 
explaining that they moved in eight years ago, just 



48 THE ENGLISH HOME 










‘7 always gather up leaves, branches and pine cones and 
bring them in from the garden at Christmas^^ 


ten days before Christmas. It was a timely arrival, 
as Carol loves the festive season and celebrates it 
enthusiastically every year, invariably among a big 
gathering of family, friends and neighbours. The 
way the house looks at Christmas is important to her, 
not least because she is an interior designer with an 
experienced eye for colour and texture. She began 
working in interior design some 30 years ago, initially 
concentrating on small projects. “Some time later, 
waiting at the school gate for my children, I became 
friends with another mum called Patricia Gribben, 
who also had interior design experience, so we set 
up a company together called C (Sc P Interiors, and 
we are still going strong,” Carol explains. 

An ‘autumnal person’, Carol is most comfortable 
when she has earthy hues around her. “I like to see 
natural Christmas decorations in the house, so I 


always gather up leaves, branches and pine cones and 
bring them in from the garden, to mix with the glass 
baubles. We like to support the local economy as much 
as possible, so a lot of our food produce comes from 
nearby farm shops, including the turkey. 

“As a family, we have established a few Christmas 
traditions - for instance, I love to serve Delia Smith’s 
figgy pudding, whilst Peter’s special dish is spiced 
beef, and, on Christmas morning, there is always 
Buck’s Fizz,” she adds. Invoking the partydoving 
reputation of the original lady of the house, Peter, 
who is a commercial property consultant, stresses 
that, “Radford really is a perfect home for Christmas 
gatherings. The atmosphere feels so happy.” 

Before moving to Radford Villa, which they have 
started to share occasionally with bed-andTreakfast 
guests, Carol and Peter lived in what had previously ► 


ABOVE The kitchen 
has been refreshed 
by painting the 
existing cabinetry in 
Farrow & Ball's New 
White to complement 
walls in Matchstick. 
The window pelmet 
has been covered in 
fabric by Brian Yates. 
OPPOSITE Carol 
cherishes her 
grandmother's vast 
1920s collection 
of Spode Italian 
Garden china. "We 
do use it, but only 
very occasionally," 
she says. 
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JAMES FINE ART 


Latest selection of paintings 

by 

Ken Moroney 



Centml N&w Vbrit- 
Signed gil qti boprd 
^0 K inches 


£rw, Ptccidiltv Circus 
Sign^ oil on board 
la S( 14 incrwis 



New York Street Scene 
Signed dll on canvas 
^ORli Inches 


A 



eiff Sen. london To Wfif Bf f dgE ^ I 

Signed oil on board SFgtied dl on board 

15,S X 1 4 Inches tfi m Id Inthes 



Fofgy WesimmtsiH tnndon 
Signed oil on broard 
t3 kIT inches 


www.jamesfineart. co.uk 

The White Studio, The Orchard, Shurdington Road, Cheltenham, Glos GLS1 4XA 
Tel: 01242 8628S4 Mobile: 07768 753627 Email: nc@)amesfineart.co,uk 


(Further painting by Moroney can be viewecf oniine} 
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LEFT In the 'green 
bedroom', French 
antique furniture has 
been arranged 
against a background 
of wallpaper by GP & 
J Baker, though the 
Solomon's Seal 
design has now been 
discontinued. The 
champagne-coloured 
bed quilt is by Malini. 
BELOW The green 
bedroom's en suite 
has been fitted with 
sanitaryware from 
Bathstore.com. The 
window shutters were 
supplied by Hillarys. 



been a farmhouse in leafy Surrey. “We had been 
hoping to move for a while, to somewhere deeper in 
the countryside,” recalls Carol. The couple were drawn 
to the South West, as Peter’s family hails from the 
region, but it was Hannah, their daughter, who 
discovered that the villa was for sale. “We came to see 
it, and liked it because it isn’t a chocolateTox^pretty 
sort of place; more a rustically elegant house. It has a 
few quirks and interesting nooks and crannies. Also, 
it feels down to earth around here. We feel part of 
a real community,” emphasises Carol. 

The villa was in good condition when they arrived, 
with many of the original period features - such as the 
fireplaces, window shutters and ceiling cornices - still 
intact, so the couple let the interior embrace them for 
a while before they began to put their own stamp on it. 

The huge drawing room at the front of the house is 
the undeniable star of the show, containing three 
floonto-ceiling windows allowing floods of daylight. 

The fine marble fireplace is prominently positioned, 
installed beneath a fabulous plaster ceiling adorned 
with a deep ornamental cornice reminiscent of layers ► 
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ABOVE Lewis & 
Wood wallpaper 
provides the 
background for the 
decorations in the 
'toile room'. This 
wallpaper has been 
discontinued, but 
Muscat Vintage, 
one of Lewis & 
Wood's current 
designs, is similar. 
The sleigh bed is 
a reproduction; 
try Simon Horn 
for similar. 

RIGHT The white 
china vases are 
from Brissi. 


of creamy lace, illuminated in the evenings by a 
glittering nineteenth-century crystal chandelier, which 
has been passed down through generations of owners. 

Less formal arrangements exist in the live-in kitchen, 
where Carol and Peter have supplemented existing 
cabinetry with extra storage. “We’ve had dresser-style 
shelving installed in one of the alcoves so I can display 
my grandmother’s collection of 1920s blue-and-white 
Spode china, which I very much treasure,” says Carol. 

With so much known about the villa’s history, it is 
perhaps worth wondering how its first owners, would 
react if they saw how it is lived in today. Presumably 
very positively, and the lady of the house in particular 
would surely be thrilled to know that the property is as 
popular with guests as it was when she was holding her 
parties back in the 1830s. Her spirit can rest easy; the 
villa’s essential rural charm and architectural character 
remain safe in Carol and Peter’s hands. ■ 
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INTERNATIONAL INTERIOR DESIGN • LIFESTYLE SHOWROOMS • EXQ.UISITE FINISHING TOUGHES 


Head Office - Design Studio - Showroom: 59 High Street, Teddington TW1 1 8HA, UK. 

Call: +44 (0) 20 8943 4440 E: design@jennyblanc.com 

Caribbean Showroom: Sunset Crest, St James, Barbados, W.l. Call: +1 (246) 432 0989 E: barbados@jennyblanc.com 
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|ider‘the benign g^e of Han( 
ie Christmas table Jl laid with 
[itique linen, silvei^hina, 
assware and cancjifeabras. 

^e chairs are Frencn antiques. 











"We collect eighteenth- 
century glass, so there's 
a good mix of non- 
matching wine glasses 
and decanters on the 
Christmas table," Helen 
says. "The candelabras 
are late nineteenth- 
century Viennese." 
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W ere it possible for a house to be 

described as ever ready for Christmas, 
it would be the Edwardian home of 
Helen and Andrew Cormack. 

Without a twig of holly or a trail of ivy, the vibrant 
personality of the rooms they have created gives off 
a celebratory aura, even when there is no seasonal 
excuse. This is a house that welcomes visitors and 
loves to entertain them, whatever the time of year; 
at Christmas it simply goes into overdrive. 

Helen and Andrew purchased their north London 
home in 1987 for qualities that are equally important 
to them now. “It was the big windows and the 
beautiful light in the rooms,” is how Andrew 
summarises its instant attraction. There was more to it 
than that, of course. There was the size and scale of the 
rooms, though their purchase did not include the 
ground floor of the property, which was then two 
studio flats. “It is why our kitchen is still up here on 
the first floor,” Helen laughs. She was then working as 
an interior designer and engaged in the refurbishment 
of the kind of apartment where the owners casually 
discard quality fittings. “The kitchen cabinets, an 
almostmew washing machine and fridge were all going 
into a skip, and the contractor said if I could get a van 
to take them by the next evening, I could have them.” 

Prospects for change came when the two studio flats 
on the ground floor came up for sale simultaneously 
in 2003. “We took a deep breath, bought them both 
and decided to restore the house to how it would have 
been in 1904,” Andrew explains. “Fortunately most of 
the architectural features had survived, but wiring and 
plumbing throughout the house had to be replaced.” ► 


CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE Andrew and Helen at Christmas. 
Period glass was sourced and cut to fit the reclaimed front 
door. The floor tiles are from Original Style. 

The collection of engravings lining the walls of Andrew's 
study reflects his work as a military historian. 








I 





‘‘There is no beige in this house. We re drawn to the colours in old 
tapestries, the ochres and olives with blues and terracotta thrown in^ 


Taking possession of the ground floor - including 
reinstating one front door where there had been two, 
and removing a number of partitions - added 
considerably to their tally of rooms. They gained 
a spacious bedroom, allowing their old attic bedroom 
to become a guest room. Andrew took the large room 
overlooking the garden as a study for his research as 
a military historian, and made a magnificently tiled 
bathroom in the back extension. 

Helen and Andrew have always made furnishing and 
decorating decisions together, although Helen, an 
established member of the interior design fraternity 
and a textile specialist with a passion for prints, might 
have been expected to be the prime mover. She opened 
her own showroom, Tissus d’Helene in 2006, and it 
now hosts more than 50 collections.” I’ve sought 
artisan companies offering hand^blocked and hand 


screemprinted designs and have my own collection 
of period French florals,” she explains. At home, she 
loves the unconventional way she and Andrew have 
worked together to create rooms that delight them 
both. “Andrew has a very good eye and, fortunately, 
we have similar tastes. When, every now and then, 
we don’t agree on something, we don’t have it. It has 
never been a matter of discussing how we would 
decorate a room - it always begins with both of us 
falling in love with the same fabrics, mostly eighteenth- 
century designs and Toiles de Jouy in particular.” 

The other preference they share is for rooms 
decorated with colour. “It lifts the spirit,” Helen 
declares. “There is no beige in this house and we don’t 
like things that match; for instance, the three sofas in 
the sitting room are all different. We’re drawn to the 
colours in old tapestries, the ochres and olives with ► 


ABOVE Colours and 
patterns in the sitting 
room demonstrate 
Helen's and Andrew's 
policy of choosing 
non-matching pieces 
that share the same 
design ethos. The 
fabric on the wing 
chair is Chambord 
Turquoise by Nicole 
Fabre Designs. The 
tree was supplied 
by Dobbies. 
OPPOSITE The sofa 
is covered in Chinese 
Yellow linen from 
Volga Linen, and the 
tapestry cushions are 
from Peta Smyth. 
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ABOVE Toile de Jouy 
is a recurring thenne 
in the house and 
Folie Monceau from 
Le Manach at 
Claremont covers the 
headboard and the 
wardrobe panels. The 
Wallpaper is Berkeley 
Sprig from Colefax 
and Fowler, which is 
now discontinued. 
RIGHT Portuguese 
tiled panels from 
The Reject Tile Shop 
give the bathroom 
real presence. 


blues and terracotta thrown in. If we had to sum up 
the style of the interior, it would be that the fabrics are 
French designs, but put together in an English way.” 

Decorating the house for Christmas is a moment 
when their family collections come out of cupboards 
and drawers, whilst the tree is hung with a collection 
of decorations Helen has gathered from favourite 
shops, such as Tobias and the Angel in London, and 
museums worldwide. 

“I get terribly excited in the run up to Christmas,” 
Helen admits. “Our established routine on Christmas 
Day is to serve canapes and champagne at 1pm, and 
around 4.30pm when it’s properly dark, we light all 
the candles in the dining room and sit down to a 
dinner of roast goose, followed by Stilton cheese and 
Christmas pudding. The atmosphere that comes with 
dining by candlelight on a crisp winter’s night is 
wonderfully intimate.” Looking out of the window at 
the British weather, Helen adds, “I could never enjoy 
Christmas in a hot climate!” ■ 
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PORTER 



1 1 5 Queenstown Road London SW8 3RH 
info@portervanities.com +44 (0)20 3355 1817 


www.portervanities.com 






STRACHAN 


THE ART OF FINE FURNITURE 


Bespoke fitted furniture. . . now even more desirable 



NEW BROCHURE | FREE DESIGN PLANNING & FITTING | BRITISH DESIGN & MANUFACTURING | 10-YEAR GUARANTEE 



With Pre-Christmas Savings, now is the perfect opportunity 
to invest in the finest quality bespoke fitted furniture for your 
home. Whether your vision is a stunning bedroom, walk-in 
dressing room, inspiring study, deluxe lounge, tailor-made 
library, stylish home cinema room or even a versatile ‘office to 
bedroom’ space, our local expert designers can help you realise 
your individual dream. 


Call today for your copy of our latest brochure 
or to arrange your FREE design consultation. 

0800 0138 139 

Please quote offer code EHM 1511 04, lines open 7 days a week. 

www.strachan.co.uk/ehm 


BEDROOMS I DRESSING ROOMS | WALK-IN WARDROBES | WALL BEDS | STUDIES | LOUNGES | CINEMAS | LIBRARIES 









PHOTOGRAPH DEB I TRELOAR 


STYLE INSPIRATION 

Our special section dedicated to the best of design and decorating inspiration ^ 



plGRRY MAKIN 


^Paper clifl ns are timeless 'and offerj 
^Imost limitless possibility for 
introducing colour and pattern to 
a decorating scheme. Paper should 
be on the thicker end to preserve 
shape, and^hilst the thrifty may 
use materiaT saved from previous 
years, giftwrap with a Liberty print, 
or one of the unusual designs 
from the Judd Street Gallery, 
juddstreetgallery.com, will offer a 
distinctive and tailored look. This 
and more seasonal decorating ideas 
from Winter Living, by Selina Lake, 
£19.99, (Ryland Peters Small). 
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T here is something deeply comforting about foraging 
around in cupboards for decorations as early 
December arrives and Christmas is only weeks away. 
Treasured pieces collected over the years remind us 
how reassuring traditions can be, and are all part of what 
makes Christmas so special. The secret, when decorating, is to 
concentrate on key areas with bold statements and flourishes. 




sats(Niy 

Greenery from^tl^ garden arranged casually in naive vessels 
gives a flourish of freshness to any room. Here (opposite), an 
antique cattle feeding pail and a simply painted wooden milk 
pot, picked up at antique fairs, fit the bill perfectly. Using a 
length of beautiful fabric, create a Christmas cloth to make any 
surface look special for this year and for many more to come. 
Tablecloth in Great Ming in Forest, £295 a metre, Brunschwig & 


Fils; trimming in hand-woven silk, gold, £21 a metre, James Hare; 
artificial horse chestnuts, pack of four, £9.99, The Chelsea Gardener; 
red pine-cone decoration, £14.90, India Jane; antique offertory plate, 
candleholder and red glass votive, all Topsham Quay Antiques Centre 


TDcc^ . 


The hallway offers the chance to create a tableau of pretty 
accessories. Plan ahead by ordering a sophisticated flower 
arrangement a few weeks in advance. The investment should 
last through to New Year celebrations. Above, Jayne 
Copperwaite Flower Designs cleverly combines succulents, 
nigella pods and eucalyptus foliage. Avalanche roses and poppy 
seed heads are dusted with gold spray to luxurious effect. 

Inca small square plates, £8.90 each; floral baubles silver/copper/ 
gold, £12.90, all India Jane; candle votives, £1.10 each. 

Lavenders of London ► 
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7Dresse4j unless 

Rearrange a favourite yiece of furniture or a set of 
shelves in a main room using votives, decorations 
and a glamorous trim, which can become part of 
your Christmas box ideas for the future. 

Aurelia key tassel in Beaujolais, £45, Samuel & Sons 
Top shelf: Palais scalloped braid in Claret, £15 a metre, 
Samuel & Sons; large berry bauble, £16.90, India Jane 
Lower shelf: Rosette braid in Red Clay, £54 a metre, Samuel 
& Sons; Seraphina candle votive, £9.90, India Jane 



Add colour ana luxurious texture to the Christmas 
table. Jayne^opperwaite’s beautiful freshdlower 
centrepiece combines Grand Prix roses, poppy seed 
heads, nigella pods and eucalyptus foliage. Add layers 
of gold with a new tablecloth, gold'tinged glassware 
and small token gifts on each place setting. 

Tablecloth in linen taffeta in Inca, £84 a metre, Lewis & 
Wood; gold plate chargers, £1.79 each; gold votives (on 
mantelpiece), £1.10 each, both Lavenders of London; 
Romana cut-glass side plates in ruby, £29.50 each; Montrose 
throw in Chartreuse, £89; Copper/gold baubles, £12.90 
each; Rosalind votives, £6.50 each; Clayton knives and forks 
in honey from 24'p^ece cutlery setting, £116.10, all India 
Jane; antique majolica plates and small silver knives and 
forks, source similar at sellingantiques.co.uk; Fanny Goblets 
in amber, £55 each, William Yeoward; amber embossed 
coloured glasses, £7 each, RE; dark-green ivy trails, £24.99; 
silk peonies, £12.99; eucalyptus greenery stems, £16.99, all 
The Chelsea Gardener 





Naked brand^es/ubdy^r^ye^A^ith a glittering 
finish and arranged in a heavy based vase can add 
an elegantly festive addition to a corner table or 
sideboard. Dress with a few baubles to tone with 
schemes, to complete the look. 

Baubles from a selection at Dobbies; glitter paint can 
be purchased from all good craft stores ► 









Lyriio MMyCCy settuias 

Indulge^ests with a tabl^gjir set 
upon a beautiful place setting, and 
dot small pine cones sprayed gold 
about the table to complete the look. 
Napkins (55cm squares finished with 
narrow green bias binding) created 
in Bugs, Butterflies & Leaves, £243 
a metre, Chelsea Textiles; gold 
^hummingbird decoration, £9.60, 

India Jane; mini chocolate bars, 

£1.50 each. Rococo Chocolates |gj 





As the area becomes the 

focal point for celebration, it is 
wise, ahead of time, to check there 
are enough chairs to accommodate 
all comfortably. If you wish to 
freshen up the furniture, a pair of 
existing chairs recovered in a new 
fabric at either end of the table 
will make all the difference. 

Dining chair covered in Winton grey/ 
mustard^ £89 a metre, GP & J 
Baker; Bowery embroidered cushion, 
£39, India Jane 
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Fes£Lp& 

Setting up a drinks table adds a celebratory feel, with guests invited 
to help themselves. This useful tray comes with a folding base so it is 
easy to store away. Add those little touches that show attention to 
detail - a pretty bowl for nibbles, cocktail sticks for olives and a 
decoration or two to endorse the Christmas decorating theme. 
Chinoiserie butler’s tray, £195, India Jane; handmade Carmen crystal 30cm 
candle lamp in amber, £335, William Yeoward; amber peony glasses, 

£11.90 each; round red crystal bowl, £91, both Joanna Wood; Inca small 
square plate, £8.90; embroidered lion decoration, £6.90, both India Jane; 
antique decanter and sherry glasses from a large selection at Topsham Quay 
Antiques Centre ■ 



SEASONAL FLOWERS 

The English Home asked Jayne Copperwaite 
Flower Designs to contribute towards this very 
special issue. Her ideas are regularly on display 
in the Colefax and Fowler showroom at Chelsea 
Harbour, London. And, for fans of Downton 
Abbey, Copperwaite’s work was shown to great 
effect in the episode featuring Lady Mary’s 
wedding, jaynecopperwaiteflowers.com 
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FEATURE MARY CARROLL PHOTOGRAPHS ALUN CALLENDER 
(EXCEPT BAUBLE DETAILL - COURTESY OE DOBBIES) 




VALE 

GARDEN 

HOUSES 

MAKERS AND FURNISHERS OF THE FINEST CONSERVATORIES AND ORANGERIES 
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CONSERVATORY 

INTERIORS 

www.interiorsbyvale.com 


FOR A BROCHURE, CALL OR VISIT 

+44 (0)1476 564433 

www.valegardenhouses.com 
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Conservatory Collection 


UK • IRELAND • CHANNEL ISLANDS • EUROPE 
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Aristocratic Dog, Dandy Lion and Foxy Lady 
gift wrap, £1 .95 a roll. Chase and Wonder 




HOMESPUN 
& RUSTIC 


Jill Shearer, Deputy Editor 
“Living in an eighteenth' 
century cottage with low beams 
and generous fireplaces, I incline 
towards rustic warmth at 
Christmastime, with rich colours, 
natural textures and plenty of 
natural foliage gathered from the 
garden and surrounding 
hedgerows. For me, Christmas is 
a time for hunkering down with 
the family to play board games by 
the fire and simple pleasures 
such as mulled wine, mince pies 
and stollen. I love the idea of 
homespun, personal touches - a 
sprig of fir or snowberry tucked 
into a gift or a napkin ring; 
hand-printed giftwrap and 
personalised fabric stockings 
filled with thoughtfully chosen 
gifts for friends and family. 
Christmassy scents and flavours 
are all part of the evocative mix.” 






Bespoke Address Stamp, 
from £28, Fraser & Parsley 


Midwinter Forest Wrapping Paper, 
£12.50 for 20 metres, Cox & Cox 


Liberty Christmas crackers, £39.99, 
Wyevale Garden Centres 


Linen napkin, £1 1 .50, 
The Linen Works 


Spiced Orange & Berry Scented 
Advent Candle, £26.50, Plum & Ashby 
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An abundance of natura 
foliage instantly creates 
a wonderfully festive 
feel, especially when 
the obligatory mistletoe 
added to the mix. 





Clementine 

and Clove 

Scented 

Pillar 

Candle, 

£16.95, 

Highgrove 


White wonderland 
bouquet (super 
size), £40, 
Waitrose Florist 


ELEGANT 

COUNTRY 


Suzanna Le Grove, Lifestyle Editor 
“I love the effect created by 
blending modern country-style 
festive decorations with more 
refined touches. This can be 
achieved by contrasting rustic 
materials, such as wood and 
foliage, with more sophisticated 
accessories in glass, marble and 
metal. The trick is to keep the 
composition simple so it has an 
informal beauty, and looks all 
the more effortlessly elegant for 
it. With regard to colours, I 
find natural tones, taupe and 
metallic glass, create a 
pleasingly chic scheme. My 
essential finishing touch is 
scent. Ample scented candles, 
cinnamon sticks casually 
arranged at the bottom of 
hurricane lamps, 
and fresh flowers to fill the 
house with the distinctive 
fragrance of Christmastime.” 



Bamboo tray, £175, Oka 


Cinnamon 
Sticks, £6.95, 
Highgrove 



Beauty advent calendar, £149, Liberty London 
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iring imaginations 


for over 30 years 








Over 30 years of British design and engineering have gone into creating the UK’s most comprehensive 
range of high quality woodburning, solid-fuel, gas and electric stoves and fireplaces. 


STOVAX 

c zca 

Fire Your 1 i 

magination 


www.stovax.com 









Pinch-pot 
nnarble tray, 

£60; nnarble 
cheese board, 
£69; set of four 
nnarble coasters, 
£18.50, all 
Oliver Bonas 


Beeswax candles, made in 
England, £12 a pair. Toast 
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CLEAN 
& SIMPLE 

Vivienne Hambly, Features Editor 
“The moment on Christmas 
Eve when all is calm and bright 
is one of my favourite times of 
yean Amid the clamour of the 
season, my own taste is inclined 
to simpler lines with just a hint 
of sparkle here and there and 
quite a lot of white. It is a joy to 
include a few choice handmade 
pieces, too; perhaps a beeswax 
candle, or paper decorations 
made from old carol sheets. 
Origami stars have long been a 
goal of mine but, in erring 
towards impatience, I have 
never succeeded in their 
making. Glass baubles are fun 
to collect and offer just the 
right amount of sparkle in gold 
or silver. Still, one should not 
stick too rigidly to the ideal: 
every faded plastic Santa from 
childhood has a place.” 


Terrarium 
candle holder, 
£28, Oliver 
Bonas 


Set of three copper Sumba stars, 
from £12.95 for small, Nkuku 


Giant antique- 
look gold 
baubles, from 
£14.95, Nkuku 


Limited edition 
Christmas Wish 
three-wick candle, 
£49.95, Neom 
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Elvang luxury throw, £157; Waterford mixology Mad 
Men edition circon decanter with gold band, £270; 
ASA large wooden tray, £31, all Houseology 


Set of two 
champagne 
coupes, £25, 
The White 
Company 


V 








Feather cheese knives, 
set of three, £35, 

Laura Ashley 


Gold Faberge style egg, £5.99, 
Joanna Wood 


GOLDEN 

GLAMOUR 


Katy Mclean, Decorating Editor 
“I am a definite magpie, 
attracted to all that glistens and 
sparkles, and the magic of the 
festive season is a perfect time to 
indulge this passion. Beautiful 
gold decorations and accessories 
set an opulent yet classic mood 
and can easily be matched with 
whites, reds, greens and silvers. 

I do like the unabashed luxury 
and glamour of gold in 
abundance, though, and a 
glittering treasure trove can be 
added to each year, as gold never 
goes out of fashion. 
Metallics catch the light 
wonderfully, and so work well 
for candle holders and 
decorations that twinkle from 
the glow of warm-white fairy 
lights. Tables look resplendent 
with gold place mats, cutlery 
and bowls of gleaming baubles.” 


Gold & smoke glitter starburst 
tree topper, £8, John Lewis 


L'Objet Gold Han three-wick canister 
candle with lid, £400; littala Napula 
candleholders, from £45, all Amara 


Biba gold-rim glassware from 
£28, House of Fraser 


Round beaded gold 
placemats, £18 for a set 
of two, Laura Ashley 


Ve^ce Medusa 
plates, Eoro^0r 
Cu^^i^'^TOon matt 
^old^cutlery, 24 
piece s et, £ 290,*^ 
all Aiinara i 


Gold sparkle glitj^r 
ribbon, £2.99, Not 
on the High Strejef 
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Lovingly hand crafted, & carefully made to measure. 
Our understanding of wood & stone flooring runs deep. 

CREATED BY NATURE / CRAFTED BY HAND 




115 Queenstown Road, London, SW8 3RH 
+44 (0)207 498 9665 
trunksurfaces.com 



The English House 

Handmade light fittings 



www.theenglishhouse.co.uk 
tel: CHARLES MORRIS on 0 1 502 478493 




OcatSUHLS 

FOR REJOICING 

No matter what the scale of your celebrations, there is always 
fun to be had at this most wonderful time of year 


he truth of Christmas is that whilst we may picture the 
traditional celebration with a nuclear family gathered 
around a tree or glowing hearth, for most this festive 
time of year is more nuanced. Children might have 
flown the nest, leaving parents and grandparents to spend the day 
on their own; extended families might be spread across continents, 
and many will juggle both distance and time with new partners 
and associated family. This, of course, does not count catching up 


with old friends who might be visiting, or building in a few quiet 
moments to oneself to contemplate the closing of the year. 

There are myriad ways to mark the season, with each celebration 
as unique as the circumstances and individuals that make it. With 
some preparation and lateral thinking, it is possible to tailor 
Christmas festivities to the situation, be it a large and extravagant 
bash for everyone in the address book, an intimate gathering with 
immediate family, or a happy holiday with like-minded friends. ► 
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‘JUST US’ 
CELEBRATIONS 

W hat singular joy there is in spending 

Christmas with close family. This is the 
time when lifedong traditions are formed 
and memories are passed down from generation to 
generation, so take the opportunity to relax and enjoy 
the period simply for its own sake, without troubling 
about perceived imperfections along the way. 

Set the tone on Christmas Eve by encouraging 
children to bake a batch of gingerbread men or 
shortbread and let the warm scent of spices fill the 
house, enhanced, perhaps, with a richly fragranced 
candle or two. With a fire in the grate and carols or 
favourite classic crooners playing in the background, 
the afternoon will slip by in happy reverie. Amid the 
rush, be sure to sit down for a few moments to enjoy 
afternoon tea with a mince pie or biscuit. 

In the evening it can be pleasing to pull on woollens 
and attend a local carol service - those by candlelight 
are most fun. Free, but ticketed, events in abbeys and 
cathedrals fill up early, so do try to book ahead. Failing 
that, after a light supper, snuggle under throws and 
watch a favourite film. When Raymond Briggs created 
The Snowman in 1978, it is doubtful he could ever have 
known how popular his enchanting wordless tale 
would become, with the film adaptation following in 
1982. For older family members, fare from English 
director Richard Curtis or a classic such as It s a 
Wonderful Life will be ideal. Before turning in, leave a 
snack for Father Christmas and his reindeer - Dasher, 
Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner and 
Blitzen. If sleepy but excited children lie very still they 
might just hear the far off tinkle of sleigh bells and 
a merry ‘Ho, ho, ho!’ coming from a starry sky above 
fields sparkling with frost. 

It is a law of nature that children will wake 
impossibly early on Christmas Day. Ease into festivities 
with mugs of hot chocolate or coffee, crumpets or 
English muffins, and, after delving into Christmas 
stockings with gusto (see page 87 for a colourful 
collection), set off into a crisp, frosty morning for a 
walk with the dog (who should not be forgotten on the 
present list). Others may wish to attend church, leaving 
those in charge of final preparations for Christmas 
lunch to get on in peace. Turkeys, particularly, can take 
longer than expected to defrost and it is wise to do this 
on Christmas Eve. A founkilogramme bird should feed 
two children, two parents and two grandparents, with 
cooking time for this size being roughly two hours. In 
the spirit of Christmas, consider inviting someone who 
might otherwise be on their own to join the fun. 

Happy and full to bursting, settle in the sitting room 
with a box of chocolates to watch the Queen’s Speech 
at 3pm, open remaining presents, and give quiet 
thanks for the blessings of the past year. ► 
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CLOCKWISE FROM 
LEFT Set of two 
Champagne glasses, 
£15; glass tumbler, £5; 
snowman salt & pepper 
pots, £16; ribbed-glass 
votives, £3.50 each; 
dog-shaped dish, £15; 
and all other items, 

Cath Kidston 
Tree decorations, from 
£6, House of Fraser 
Ginger, cinnamon and 
nutmeg make for 
fragrant biscuits 
Gingerbread making 
kit, £9.98, Lakeland 


Portmeirion Ambiance 
salad plate, £35 for a 
set of four; Lexington 
Living authentic striped 
Oxford placemat, £10; 
Linum west runner, 

£33, all Houseology 
Shooting star dog 
collar, £10; woodland 
rose dog bed, £28; 
shooting star dog lead, 
£12, all Cath Kidston 
Waitrose Cookery 
School offers a 4-hour 
Christmas cookery 
course for £100, contact 
your local branch 
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Meet Jessica, the 
Hampshire sheep farmer 
who is offering you 
a treat to hleat about. 


Spend £250 (excluding postage) on 
any of her award-winning bedding and 
she will invite you and your partner to 
spend a night* as her guests at 
Scotland Farm, the luxury B&B as 
featured in ‘Britain’s Finest’** 




At Scotland Farm you can meet 
the Southdown sheep who provide 
the wool for this glorious bedding, 
soak up the natural beauty of the 
South Downs National Park and enjoy 
the best breakfast in Hampshire. 


So why not do something totally different and make a 
memorable short break out of your next duvet purchase? 
Call for more details and to place your order. 

01730 827 


southdownduvets.com 


* Bookings subject to availability into 2016. Bedding must be 
purchased before 30th November 2015 to qualify for B&B offer. 

** Offer valued at £120 



















BUNDLES OF JOY 
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£24.50, Ian Mankin 
7 Decorating the tree 
stocking, £12.50, 

Crumble Cottage 8 Fox 
with present stocking, 

£55, Liberty 9 Stocking 
made from vintage sari, 
colours and patterns 
vary, £19.95, Decorator's 
Notebook 10 Gingerbread 
stocking, £15, The 
Contemporary Home 


1 Scandi Christmas 
stocking with pom poms, 
£30, House of Fraser 

2 Tartan stocking, £1 1 .99, 
Joanna Wood 3 Silver lace 
print stocking with tassel, 
£12, John Lewis 

4 Red felt stocking, £27, 
Cox & Cox 5 Robin & 
Mistletoe stocking, 

£14, Sophie Allport 
6 Kew stocking in peony. 


CLOCKWISE FROM 
LEFT Selection of 



wrapping paper 
from Sainsbury's 
Reindeer tealight 
holder, £16; Biba 
gold rim glassware, 
from £28, and all 
other items. House 
of Fraser 
Herbert Beaufort 
Champagne, marc de 
Champagne truffles 
and pair of 
Champagne flutes in 
a gift set, £65, Marks 
and Spencer 
Assortment of gold 
sequin baubles, from 
£1 .50; assorted 
decorations, from 
£1 .50, all Sainsbury's 
Specially selected 
cheese truckles, 

£2.19 for 200g; 
assorted crackers, 
all Aldi 






LARGE-SCALE 

GATHERINGS 

C hristmas is such a sociable time of year that 
it really does pay to plan parties long in 
advance of the date. First, decide upon the 
type of engagement that is desired - and for whom. 
Secondly, consider whether the event is to be seated 
or standing; with a plated meal, a buffet or canapes. 
Making these two important distinctions will help 
with the next step of deciding upon a guest list and 
sending out invitations. 

Whilst email is expedient, it is always a pleasure to 
receive a printed invitation in the post, be it giluedged 
and embossed, or bearing one of the quirkier designs 
of contemporary letterpress. Anthony Eyre from The 
Letter Press of Cirencester, in operation since 1986, 
advises ordering invitations from the beginning of 
October, allowing for two weeks’ delivery time and six 
to eight weeks’ notice on the event. “You might kill 
two birds with one stone and have Christmas cards 
printed at the same time,” he suggests. 

Managing large events can be terrific fun or 
frustratingly chaotic, depending on the amount of time 
at hand, degree of organisation, and how much one 
might relinquish to a third party. Snapdragon and 
Table Talk, two of London’s top events planners, will 
take care of an occasion from start to finish, whilst 
caterers such as By Word of Mouth offer a scaled 
service, providing full planning, a simple event 
consultancy and lasUminute management. Hiring staff 
for an evening will make light work of cleaning up, 
and it can be helpful to employ the growmup children 
of friends as waiters - but do not ask them to mix 
drinks if they are under age. 

If the approach is to be more hands-on, consider 
supporting one of the many smaller providers of 
artisan food: Emmett’s in Suffolk for ham. The Ginger 
Pig for red meat, Paxton (Sc Whitfield for cheeses. 

Forman (Sc Field offers smoked salmon alongside blini 
kits scaled to suit. Demand over Christmas is 
increased, so it is sensible to factor this in by placing 
most orders by 15 December. 

There are often discounts on bulk orders of drink at 
this time of year, and calculating general consumption 
is sensible. Most guests will have two drinks within 
the first hour of the event and one drink an hour 
thereafter (see page 94 for a selection of festive tipples). 
Independent merchants such as Berry Bros (Sc Rudd 
and The Oxford Wine Company can advise on quality 
choices. Majestic Wine offers glass hire. 

Finally, remember to include a little sparkle in 
decorations, introducing special touches such as 
decorative place names and Christmas crackers (see 
page 91) if guests are to be seated, and fairy lights to 
enhance the mood of the season. You might also like 
to arrange a ‘secret Santa’ present swap between guests. ► 
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OUT WITH A BANG 

1 King of Crackers, filled with 
indulgent gifts, including 
cashmere gloves and a silver 
tie pin. £1,000 for six, 
Fortnum & Mason 2 Six 
luxury snowflake crackers, 
£39.95, National Gallery 
Company 3 Six botanical 
Christmas crackers, fill your 
own, £9.50, Talking Tables 
4 Six craft paper berry 
crackers, £25, House of 
Fraser 5 Six white and silver 
luxury crackers, £35, The 
White Company 6 Six luxury 
gold crackers, £19.50, Marks 
and Spencer 7 Six Nutcracker 
crackers, £18.50, The 
National Gallery Company 

8 Six luxury robin crackers, 
£35, Nancy & Betty Studio 

9 Eight Nutcracker crackers, 
£19.95, Liberty 10 Midwinter 
fruits crackers, £12 for six, 
John Lewis ^ 
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CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP LEFT Gather 
foliage on country 
walks. Assorted items 
on tree, from £6, 
House of Fraser 
Fabric baubles, £6 
for a set of three; pack 
of assorted gold balls, 
large pictured, £4; 
vintage-style 12-piece 
dinner set, £35, 
all Sainsbury's 
Striped apron, £35; 
striped kitchen towels, 
£15, and tableware, 
all Lexington 


Buying a few key items 
will save time at this 
busy time of year. 
Signature spice gift 
cake (small), £7; 
pudding, £10/900g, 
both Waitrose 
Personalised holly cake, 
£75, Biscuiteers 
Bloomingville 
Mongolian lambswool 
Cushion, £95; William 
Yeoward velvet cushion, 
£69; Cire Trudon 
scented candle, £65; 
Fornasetti scented 
candle, £1 15, all Amara 










SHARED 
WITH FRIENDS 

T here is nothing quite so much fun and 

life-affirming as the company of old friends. 
Forgoing conventional festivities for a week 
away together can make for a wonderful time that 
could be repeated year after year. 

One does not need to have a second home to do this 
successfully. Pleasingly, the selection of quality holiday 
cottages available for rent seems to have grown in 
recent years, and the days of synthetic sheets and kitsch 
adornments in the bathroom are mostly gone. Alastair 
Sawday’s Special Places to Stay has long offered a 
strong selection of rented properties, whether bed and 
breakfast or self-catering. Do consider other self- 
catering offerings from outfits such as Unique Home 
Stays, Rural Retreats and Premier Cottages, as well as 
The Big Domain and The Little Domain, which offer 
scaled properties. Heritage bodies including the 
National Trust, English Heritage, the Landmark Trust 
and the Vivat Trust provide well-appointed and 
historic accommodation in terrific locations. 

A more indulgent response is simply to find a good 
hotel during this period, whether for a city break or 
escape to the country. Many offer Christmas packages 
that span Christmas Eve and Boxing Day, and include 
Christmas dinner and a Champagne breakfast in the 
deal. Activities such as spa treatments or country 
sports may also be offered, in addition to 
recommendations on local attractions. 

Where cottages might be rented for a week, it can 
be pleasing to pack a few familiar comforts, such as 
favoured decorations, particular music to listen to 
or even a baking dish or roasting pan. Ring ahead to 
check the status of bedding, cutlery and crockery, and 
to see if a tree can be provided for decoration, or if one 
might be bought en route. 

The key to a successful weekend away is to achieve 
a balance of exertion and relaxation, so share out 
responsibilities fairly, lest someone feel aggrieved at 
being saddled with too much. It may be preferable to 
buy a Christmas cake, for example, rather than asking 
one person to make a cake for the entire group (see 
page 94 for some delicious options). Being specific on 
various responsibilities in advance will help prevent 
confusion and ensure that nothing is forgotten. Unless 
one person is a particular foodie, share out catering 
too, assigning a meal to each person. Without the 
familiarity of one’s own kitchen, taking a few short- 
cuts on ready-made or prepared meals is perfectly 
acceptable and will free up time for other activities. 

Finally, bring along a selection of board games, films 
and books to keep people occupied during the stay. 
Ordnance Survey maps for the region will facilitate 
country walks, during which foliage can be gathered 
and brought indoors to enhance a merry setting. ^ 
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FESTIVE ENTERTAINING 

1 Royal iced baubles rich 
Christmas cake, £59.95, 
Bettys 2 Ice-shard cake, £20, 
Marks & Spencer 3 Mini 
Chocolate tree cake, £18, 
Fiona Cairns 4 Jewelled fruits 
Christmas cake, £15.50, 
Bettys 5 Christmas snowflake 
cake with golden sponge, 
£12, Waitrose 







RAISING A GLASS 

1 A perfect apperitif. Classic Cuvee 2010, £31.99, Nyetimber 2 Shake or stir for an aromatic 
martini. Spiced Clementine Gin, £13, Marks & Spencer 3 A delicious nightcap. Sloe Gin, 
£24.95, Sipsmith 4 On the rocks. Sir Nigel's Thick Cut Marmalade Vodka, £24.50, Fortnum & 
Mason 5 After dinner indulgence. Black Forest Gateau liqueur, £10, Marks & Spencer ■ 
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ARTISTS a ILLUSTRATORS 

Provides inspiration and practical 
advice for artists of all abilities, 
whether you’re a professional or a 
beginner pursuing a new hobby. 

Only £37.95 for 1 year (usually £66) 


THE ENGLISH HOME 

Discover how to achieve classic, 
elegant looks for your honne with 
decorating insights from leading 
interior designers. 

Only £37.50 for 1 year (usually £54.50) 


THE ENGLISH GARDEN 

Enjoy the most beautiful gardens, brought 
to life through stunning photography 
and captivating text from gardening 
professionals and plantspeople. 

Only £37.50 for 1 year (usually £59.50) 


Inleritational 




NEW TO 
CRUISE? 


titaS 


DISCOVER BRITAIN 

From fairytale cottages and castles to 
countryside and coastline, plan your next 
British adventure or simply enjoy our 
nation’s wonderful heritage. 

Only £19.50 for 1 year (usually £33) 


CRUISE INTERNATIONAL ^ 

Whether you’re a first-time or V 
experienced cruiser, explore far-flung, 
exotic destinations and find inspiration 
for your next dream holiday. 

Only £15.95 for 1 year (usually £33) 


& SAVE UP TO £28 


SAVE OVER £28 


SAVE £1 7 


SAVE £22 


SAVE OVER £13 


NEW! SPECIAL 33-PAGE LONDON SUPPLEMENT INSIDE 
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ORDER NOW AT WWW.CHELSEAMAGAZINES.COM/CHRISTMAS 

or call +44(0) 1858 438 854 for The English Home, The English Garden and Discover Britain (quote code cmmxpis) 
and +44(0) 1795 592 810 for Artists & Illustrators and Cruise International (quote code xpi 5) 













mee morton 


ia?^ y -s 


Stylish Lightmg •Bespoke Lamp Shades 
•Homewares 'Designer Fabric •Gifts 
vwrw, megmorton.co.uk 0 1747 850676 




Wrought Iron and Brass Bed Co. 

liilticl Made ill lliiglaiid 

A isanily cniiilwuiy* wUmre a|) tym nve ]mu\ 

#11 v| {xihic vdtii ^ 


01485 542516 


\ vw w. vvrougl n i tx)nai ulbrass i )c< 1 . cc>. ii k 



A NATURAL WARMTH 


A flit’ll A/^r’M'Hxy 






% 


eotmin 


WOOD • MULTI-FUEL • GAS • ELECTRIC • BOILER STOVES 

For more information on all Yeoman stoves, (including high output boiler 
models), please visit www.yeomanstoves.co.uk 
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FEATURE KATY MCLEAN 



LITTLE BLACK BOOK 

SOPHIE CONRAN 

With a career incorporating interior design, authoring cookery books 
and designing a range of tableware in collaboration with Portmeirion, 
Sophie Conran talks to us about her favoured touches that help 
to add a little extra sparkle to Christmas party preparations 


Tell us about your Christmas parties? 

I have thrown all sorts of parties over the 
years. I am very lucky that I have a large 
sitting room; I can clear that out and have 
up to around 100 people. I love for people 
to dress up, and I think having a theme 
encourages this. One year we had a 
glamorous sparkle theme, but at other 
parties throughout the year we have also 
had sixties, lederhosen, bonnets and 
buttonholes... It’s just great fun. 

How do you decorate? 

Obviously, the house is already decked for 
Christmas, but I will get carried away adding 
fresh foliage to the mantelpiece and 
staircase. I love to go to Covent Garden 
market to gather lots of flowers, too; it’s 



such a great experience. Last year I had big 
vases full of red amaryllis - make sure you 
buy the flowers a couple of days before, so 
they are open on the day. If I don’t have 
time, then I’ll call Nikki Tibbies from Wild 
At Heart. She is a friend, and she’s great. 

What else helps set the right ambience? 

I love to have plenty of scented candles, 
and I am very excited about my new range. 
My favourite is called Sparkle and has the 
scent of a flower called a ‘pink’ as well 
as lots of spicy notes. It’s delicious. 

When do you send out your invites? 

It is a good idea to send ‘save the dates’, as 
people get so busy at Christmas. I would 
usually do that around six weeks before, 
and just use something like Paperless Post 
lemail service], then follow it up with a 
beautiful invite three weeks before the 
event. The Wren Press does a great job. 

What food and drink do you serve? 

I like to keep things simple with food. 
Once, an Italian friend cooked lovely pasta 
and risotto that we served in little bowls 
for people to tuck into. Oysters and 
seafood are perfect, too, as you can help 
yourself, and they look fantastic. I like to 
greet guests with a cocktail. A simple but 
lovely one is my ‘Vodka Fizz’, combining 
vodka, elderflower and sparkling water 
with some mint and lime. I always 
have a bottle of Black Cow 
Vodka - a friend in 
Dorset makes it 
from milk; it’s 
very delicious. 

Monkey 47 Gin is 
also a favourite, 
and Perrier-Jouet 
Champagne and 
FeverTree mixers. 



CLOCKWISE, FROM ABOVE Hammered 
gold scented candles, from £45, Sophie 
Conran. Smart party stationery from The 
Wren Press. Florist Nikki Tibbies of Wild 
at Heart, creates gorgeous floral displays 
for all manner of occasions. 

Do you hire in anything? 

I will go to Jones Hire for things like extra 
tablecloths, cutlery and tableware. But if 
you just need glasses you can get them 
from the off licences when you order the 
booze. Always get far more than you need, 
and they pick them up dirty so you don't 
need to spend hours washing up. 

What are the most important 
ingredients for a successful party? 

The people, of course! But, you must also 
have the right levels of lighting and music. 
The host and hostess should be relaxed, 
if they are twitchy and anxious then that will 
spread through the party. Being organised is 
key to being able to relax on the night. I 
think it’s a good idea to consider everything 
you might want to do at a party as a guest, 
from hanging up your coat, to 
smoking, to using the bathroom. You 
don’t want to be panicking just 
before guests arrive that you haven’t 
got enough ashtrays or loo roll! 

My party planning starts well in 
advance - I am setting aside 
some time this weekend to 
begin preparations... ■ 
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Fine Bone China 
Made in England 


/distinctive lighting, sculpture & interior accessories 
’ by 
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Dominic Bromiey 

Frances Bromley bCdUtiLLI 

t: +44 (0)1538 371471 e: info@scabetti.co.uk www.scabetti.co.uk 

image: Shoal286 shown in a private residence on the east coast of England 
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unfitted 


Redefining Classic Kitchens & Bathrooms 

Whether its traditional or classic, fitted or freestanding, our 
kitchens and bathrooms are refreshingly different. 

Visit our showroom at Moreton in Marsh in the heart of the 
Cotswolds or register online for a brochure and free no 
obligation home visit. 

Commissions fulfilled throughout UK, France and worldwide. 

Hope House High Street Moreton-in-Marsh Glous. GL56 OLH 
www.unfitted.co.uk info@unfitted.co.uk 01608 650065 


M^deir^ ... 

Britain u** rtj-« 


gorenje Quooker 







10 FESTIVE 
LIGHT IDEAS 

Set an inviting mood with the golden glow 
of decorative Christmas lights and the 
enticing twinkle of softly flickering candles 

D ecorative lighting is an essential aspect of the 

celebrations; it sets the scene and invests rooms with 
a warm, atmospheric mood. Depending on the type 
of lighting used, and where it is placed, the overall effect can 
be altered with great ease. For example, on a quiet evening 
before the main festivities begin, a cosy nostalgic mood can 
be simply evoked with soft candlelight - a quintessential 
accompaniment to gentle carols and a glass of mulled wine. 
Conversely, for Christmas parties or gatherings, layers of lighting 
are an impressive way to offset other decorations. Each of the 
following examples demonstrates how versatile temporary lights 
can be, and how beautifully magical lighting captures the 
Christmas spirit. Just remember that candles are best used when 
safely guarded and should never be left unattended when lit. ^ 



CLOCKWISE FROM TOP 
The tradition of hanging candles 
on Christmas trees has long gone, 
however, battery-operated candle 
lights give a similar look. 

10 mini battery Christmas tree 
candle lights, £4.99, Lights4fun 
It may not be advisable to place 
them on the tree, but candles still 
offer a wonderfully festive glow 
when held within a candelabra. 
Eden Tree candelabra, £48, 

Rowen & Wren 


Remember to illuminate outdoor 
areas as well as interiors. 

Pin lights, £37.95, Red Lilly 
A mix of candles and decorative 
lights create an opulent 
entertaining space. Here, a 
wreath lights up a shady area. 

All items, Laura Ashley 
This rustic wreath would make a 
lovely feature in a country kitchen. 
Root star wreath with pea 
lights, £24.95, Not on the 
High Street.com 
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O Christmas tree, 
O Christmas tree, 
Thy candles shine 
out brightly! 

Ernst Anschutz, 1824, German carol 


TOP Mistletoe lights add a playful 
touch entwined amongst greenery 
to adorn garlands or wreaths. 
Mistletoe garland LED battery 
lights, £19.95; red folk-art bell 
decorations, from £1.95, 

Dotcom Gift Shop 

MIDDLE ROW RIGHT Elevate the 
humble tea light by placing inside 
a metallic votive holder. As the 
flame glows, the mottled patina of 
these star votives comes alive with 
a variegated pattern. Group three 
on a hallway sideboard for a 
simple but effective display. 

From a selection at Neptune. 

MIDDLE ROW FAR RIGHT 
This grown-up use of fairy lights 
around a dressing-table mirror 
instantly creates a focal point and 
imbues a twinkly, festive mood. 
Fairy-light string, from a selection 
at Amara 

BOTTOM ROW RIGHT In recent 
years, LED micro lights have 
become popular. With a fine 
flexible wire and no need for 
a plug, the lights can be 
incorporated into all sorts 
of home-made decorations. 

20 warm white LED micro 
battery fairy lights, £3.99; 
frosted birch-branch tree, 

£12.99, both Lights4fun 

BOTTOM ROW FAR RIGHT 
Children will find this rustic tea 
light holder magical as it casts 
shadows of reindeer upon the wall. 
Leaping reindeer tealight pair, 
£29.95, Red Lilly ■ 
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Lesser Spotted 

The Home of Original Homes 



Discover Rare, Beautiful and Unique pieces at... 


www.lesser-spotted.co.uk 



Beautiful furniture designed and 
hand-crafied in England 


Leporello 


+44 (0) 1483 28il09 
info@leporello.co.uk 
www.leporello.co.uk 

5 Old Char Wharf, Dorking. Surrey RH4 lEF 
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thewhitekitchencompany.com 
















19 J 

r jl 









D uring the run up to Christmas, the fun of 
decorating and the focus on shopping for 
presents and food can mean that one’s 
eye for practical matters can slip. Yet with 
endless comings and goings of friends and overnight 
guests across the festive period, this is the time when 
a home needs to run at its smoothest. The sitting room 
(along with the kitchen) becomes a hard-working 
room. But, thankfully, there is still time to make a few 
adjustments to ensure it is a truly comfortable space, 
ready to host winter guests. 

AN EXTRA SEAT 

Large gatherings across the festive season require 
instant additional seating. Three people rarely feel 
inclined to sit in a row on a sofa, even if it is a three 
seater, so do consider the configuration of seating 
and whether it is worth investing in a compact 
occasional chair or two. 

Easier still is to provide short-term seating with 
a footstool or ottomans. These can act as a perch for 
children or younger adults, and double up as 
a coffee table, with the provision of a large, stable 
tray for cups and teapot. Footstool designs with hidden 
storage have the added bonus of aiding clutter clearing 
at a moment’s notice. Two smaller, identically sized 
rectangular footstools will give maximum flexibility 
as they can be grouped as one large footstool or 
moved to different locations. ► 


Set the scene for jovial gatherings by 
positioning seating for conversation 

CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP LEFT Low-level 
seating for the young 
and flexible. 

Karaman floor 
cushion, £235, Oka 
Laid-back seating for 
one, or a perch for 
multiple guests. 

Zeus day bed in robin 
stripe recycled wool, 
£470, Sofa.com 
Classic recliners, in 
luxurious velvet offer 
versatile seating. 

Enya chair, £795, 
Graham and Green 
Seating, footstool 
and ottomans in 
fabric from £86 a 
metre, Fermoie 
OPPOSITE A sofa bed 
can cater for extra 
guests at Christmas. 
Oregon Large Sofa 
Bed in colour Grey, 
H87 xW206xD1 08, 
£1,369, Multiyork 
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ABOVE Luxurious 
velvet, deep 
buttoned upholstery 
and a large flat 
surface area make 
this the perfect 
midway choice 
between footstool 
and coffee table. 

Just remember to 
use a drip-proof tray. 
Kay Ottoman, £1250, 
Graham and Green 


Other neat options include a smart fireside fender 
with upholstered bench seat as a space-saving perch 
(try Rockingham Fender Seats), or a narrow 
upholstered bench seat, which can be located under a 
window. Cube ottoman seats could be bought to tuck 
under an existing console table for instant additional 
seating with an easy stowaway area. The Sofa (Sc Chair 
Company offers a sophisticated range of cubed, 
cylindrical and even prism-shaped ottomans that act as 
individual seating. Well-designed floor cushions with 
quality filling are another useful addition. 

Additionally, if buying a new sofa for seating in 
a snug, you might also consider investing in a sofa bed 
to provide extra sleeping space. 

RECCNFIGURING LAYCUT 
If guests are to stay for a number of days, or even 
a week, it might pay to consider a temporary change to 
furniture layout. Set the scene for jovial gatherings by 
positioning seating for conversation; looking inwards 
at each other, rather than towards the unsociable focus 
of a television. A prominent television can always be 
disguised with the addition of an attractive folding 
room divider, to screen it temporarily. 

Arranging seating on three sides of a coffee table 
or central footstool can work well - perhaps using two 


sofas symmetrically opposite each other and a pair of 
occasional chairs on the third side. If planning future 
decoration, one might even consider breaking 
convention by investing in four matching armchairs 
and just one sofa. Positioning a pair of armchairs 
either side of the fireplace with a sofa adjacent to both 
pairs, and all centred upon a coffee table, can give 
supreme flexibility and a lovely unexpected twist on 
tradition. In all variations, be sure to allow enough 
space between seats for ease of movement. 

If a room is large, pulling seating towards the centre, 
away from the edges of the space, closer to a coffee 
table or footstool, helps to add a sense of intimacy, 
and ensures that everyone can clearly hear and join 
any conversation. One beautifully simple way to create 
intimacy is to invest in a rug, perfectly sized to site the 
main furniture grouping on or around, to anchor 
a conversation area. 

A bay window could also be the ideal location for 
creating a quiet reading space or a conversation area 
for two occasional chairs, so that not everyone has 
to join a singular conversation. 

PRACTICAL DETAILS 

Every guest will need a spot to place a cup or wine 
glass. The traditional nest of tables, whilst cliche, still 
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fulfils this function to neat effect - and there are some 
very chic designs to choose from for the most flexible 
of options. Alternatively, consider stacking tables, 
which can act as shelving for books or ornaments or 
be used individually as side tables. Oka’s Stack Side 
Table is a good example. 

Symmetrical use of side tables beside a sofa can look 
very smart - offering the perfect location for attractive 
table lamps, as well as space for a plate and glass. 

A large, smart tray firmly positioned on an ottoman 
can also help to house multiple glasses in the midst 
of guests. Consider a stylish floor standing lamp that 
incorporates a small integral table around the base. 
The Arthur brass lamp with glass table from Nina 
Campbell, as well as the Shelley and Blenheim floor 
lamps with table from Jim Lawrence are chic choices. 

Creating a small drinks area can ease the festivities 
and save the host endless footwork to and from the 
kitchen or dining room. Adding a smart tray atop 
a small sideboard, and hanging a mirror above, 
can create an attractive yet practical servery for 
spirits and liqueurs. 

ADDING ATMCSPHERE 

A lit fire immediately creates a warming, welcoming 
focal point to gather around for conversation. ► 



CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP LEFT Mirrors and 
lighting help add 
ambience to a room. 
Cast bronze floor 
lamp, £3,972; silk 
shade, £294, Ochre 
A round footstool is 
an attractive focus. 
Burhill buttoned 
stool, in oyster, £745 
(+2.8 metres of 
fringe), Wesley-Barrell 
Invest in quality. 
Kingham three seater 
sofa, from £3,320, 
Wesley-Barrell 
Heritage Range. 
Instant curtaining. 
Whitehall curtain 
panel in taupe velvet. 
Standard size 
WUOcm X L250cm, 
Atelier Textiles 
These stools double 
as seats and side 
tables with the 
addition of a tray. 

Alex stool in Elliot 
wool fabric, £290, 
Neptune 
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SOLUTIONS FOR FIRESTHAT SMOKE 

Give your room the beautiful open fire it deserves. 
Our wood-burning convection fire allows you to 
design a unique period-style open fire for your home 
with confidence, because it’s HETAS approved and 
won’t smoke. Includes fire, canopy, dog irons and grate. 


Problem chimney? Thatched property? 


Call 0 1 905 820181 to find out how 


our fires can help. 


paul@camelotrealfires.co.uk 

www.camelotrealfires.co.uk 



czanoelxDC 



DORMY 

HOUSE 


V u KN ITU RE^ Soft t u itNi sh i ngs 


We design and make practical, stylish furniture, clever storage solutions and 
beautiful soft furnishings, for every room in the home. Our unique service 
means that they can all be made to complement your scheme perfectly. 


To find out more call 01264 365808 for a brochure or visit 



NORTHCROFT 

FABRICS 


TRADITIONAL VELVETS 
SUMPTUOUS SILKS & LINE DAMASKS 

TELEPHONE: +44(0)1628 488700 
E-MAIL: SALES@NORTHCROFTFABRICS.CO.UK 

www.northcroftfabrics.co.uk 







CLOCKWISE FROM 
ABOVE A fire is a 
wonderful focal point. 
Chairs and cushions, 
Homebase; stove, Morso 
Cube ottomans are a 
space-saving choice. 
Upholstered Cube, from 
£110, Dormy House 
Gather guests to toast 
crumpets for a Christmas 
treat. Toast fork, £9.95, 
House of Bath 



If you have not already had the chimney swept, do try to 
arrange so swiftly, to clear out birds’ nests and avoid any 
safety hazards before lighting either a wood' burning stove 
or a fire in an open grate. The smell of wood smoke 
always adds a homely feel, but you could consider adding 
a scattering of dried apple or orange slices for a festive, 
aromatic note. 

Lowerdevel lighting immediately adds intimacy to the 
room, so consider calling in an electrician to add 
a dimmer switch to the main light as an easy and 
inexpensive change. A mix of table lamps, wall lights and 
a standing lamp will create warming pools of light to add 
infinitely more atmosphere than a harsh overhead 
pendant light. For deliberately festive lighting, see page 99 
for ideas. A trail of fairy lights around a mirror will also 
add instant twinkle. 

Fulhlength curtaining will add to the comfortable, 
inviting setting, although with timing being tight, 
ready-mades may be the only option ready for Christmas. 
Try stalwarts John Lewis, Peter Jones and Laura Ashley, 
unless you have a good seamstress on call. Atelier Textiles 
does offer some stylish set size curtain panels, which can 
add swift glamour to windows with existing roman blinds. 

Smart cushions are, of course, another quick and easy 
style update to help bring a room scheme together, and 
bolster comfort - particularly for older guests. 

We suggest India Jane, Designers Guild and Andrew 
Martin for a good selection of smart designs or 
Amara, the online portal, for a huge choice from 
a wide variety of brands. ■ 



SEATING BRANDS TO CONSIDER 

• Beaumont & Fletcher Timeless 
seating handmade to the highest 
quality, including well proportioned 
ottoman tables. 
beaumontandfletcher.com 

Delcor British seating and sofa 
bed manufacturer offering a 50-year 
guarantee and refurbishment service. 
delcor.co.uk 

George Smith Neat in-stock 
section on the website guides 
to chairs and sofas immediately 
available with a useful sub-category 
of small chairs. 
georgesmith.co.uk 

Parker & Farr Smart English 
upholstered furniture. We particularly 
like the neatly sized, elegantly 
designed Mackintosh two-seater sofa 
with its cossetting high back. 
parkerandfarr.co.uk 

Sofa.com An excellent variety of 
footstools in addition to its core 
seating range. 

Sofa.com 

• Tetrad Classic and contemporary 
seating with very smart large sofas a 
speciality. We like the Harris tweed 
covered footstools in particular. 
tetrad.co.uk 

• The Odd Chair Company As well 
as top notch bespoke, consider its 
Essentials collection, which offers the 
compact Freddie and Harry 
Armchairs and the neat Sofia 
Ottoman for under a window. 
theoddchaircompany.com 

Wesley Barrell Handmade sofas, 
made in Britain for 120 years, 
available with standard or made-to- 
order upholstery. 
wesley-barrell.co.uk 

Willow & Hall A well-priced range 
of sofas, with sofa beds a speciality, 
featuring good deep mattresses. 
willowandhall.co.uk 
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ATLANTICOI 



anne@atlanticorugs.com • 020 8780 5288 

www.atlanticorugs.com 



To experience furniture at its finest visit us in store 
0191237 1303 WWW.DELCOR.CO. UK 

NORTHUMBERLAND I LONDON I HARROGATE I LINCOLNSHIRE.! CHESHIRE 



J Hayden carpets has over 20 years experience in the making 
of bespoke rugs in Sisal, Seagrass and Coir. 

Natural rugs can be bordered with a range of cotton tapes. 

Samples on request. 

TEL 01424 431809 

EMAIL tracey.hayden12@btinternet.com J Hayden Carpets 
WEB www.haydencarpets.org.uk 



f 10% DISCOUNT 
ON ALL ORDERS 
FOR THE ENGLISH 


HOME READERS 


Enter discount code 


"English Home" 


LOWEST PRICE PROMISE • FREE UK DELIVERY • NO QUIBBLE RETURNS 


OVER 20,000 RUGS 
TO BUY ONLINE, 
MOBILE OR IN STORE 


ColvTiKler 




Extra Large Sizes 
Bespoke Rugs 
Traditional Rugs 
Modern Rugs 
Shaggy Rugs 
Childrens Rugs 


Website www.therugseller.co.uk 
Email sales@therugseller.co.uk 

Telephone 0845 634 3477 or 01 61 876 4566 
Visit our Facebook page for updates and competitions 





BY DEFINITION: RUGS 

Rugs come in a wide variety of different textures and patterns to supply both visual and 
aesthetic warmth to a room scheme. Here, we explain some of the terms used 


ug making has a long and 
complicated history, and each 
part of the world has its own 
style, colour and manufacturing 
techniques. Each tradition also imposes 
different meanings upon the designs and 
colours used: reds, for example, are 
employed universally to symbolise richness 
and power, whilst green is regarded as the 
sacred colour of Mohammed’s coat, and 
so it is avoided in Muslim culture. Motifs 
such as the lotus, the dragon and fish are 
laden with meaning in Chinese culture, 
whilst being figurative representations of 
figures. Depictions of animals and people 
are discouraged in Islamic culture, giving 
rise to an elaborate lexicon of geometric 
designs and pattern. 

HAND-TUFTED RUGS 

Used in both modern and traditional 
designs, hand tufting is the fastest method 
of making a rug by hand. The pattern is 
drawn onto a woven canvas then the rug 
maker takes a tufting gun and injects yarns 
in different colours into the drawn sections 
of the backing. The pile is then frequently 
sheared to achieve the desired texture. The 
technique is popular in India and China. 

KNOTTING 

Knotted rugs are constructed using 
individual threads of coloured wool, silk 
or cotton, which are tied to strong vertical 
threads in cotton or silk (the warp), 
suspended on a loom. Each row of knots is 
kept in place by a woven horizontal thread 
(the weft). The edges of the rug are known 
as the selvedge and the end binding is 
formed by weaving a few rows of flatweave 
in a kilim style (see over page), which are 
then stitched in place. This is finished 
with a decorative fringe made from the 
continuation of the warp threads. The type 


of knot will indicate the origin of the rug. 
Indian, Persian, and Chinese rugs are 
usually made using an asymmetrical Persian 
Senneh knot tied around a warp thread, 
whilst the symmetrical Turkish Ghiordes 
knot is favoured by the Turks, the 
Caucasus and northern Iran. The Jufti 
knot, found in the highly prised Khorasan 
rugs from northeastern Iran, is tied around 
four warps making the knotting process 
faster. All these knots are cut individually 
whilst being worked. In Tibet the yarn is 
tied around two warp threads and a metal 
rod and the knots are worked with a 
continuous piece of yarn until the pattern 
dictates a colour change when the rod 
is removed and the knots are cut. Most 
contemporarily designed, handmade rugs 


use this faster technique. To finish, the 
surface of all these rug types are clipped 
to ensure that all the knot tails are the 
same length. This is known as ‘cut pile’, 
the alternative is a ‘loop pile’ where the 
knots formed around a rod are left 
uncut, forming loops. 

To determine whether a rug is hand 
knotted, examine the back of the rug; 
if the pattern and stitching is very even, 
then it will almost certainly be machine- 
made. Sometimes in machine-made rugs 
the knots are tufted or punched onto 
a latex backing, a hand-knotted rug will 
never have a backing. The fringe may 
be sewn onto the ends of a machine-made 
carpet, sometimes in a different yarn from 
that forming the framework, whereas ► 



ABOVE Felt rugs are especially hardwearing and offer good insulation, whilst those in warming 
colours help to further heighten a sense of cosy comfort within a scheme as well as underfoot. 
Shyrdak felt rug, 1.8m x 2.85m, £1,800, Felt 
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they are the continuation of the warp 
thread in a hand^knotted rug. 

KNOT DENSITY 

The knot density is measured by the 
number of knots per square inch (KPSI). 
The average is around 150 KPSI, whilst a 
fine rug may have a knot count of 500. The 
knot density is a factor in determining the 
price of a rug, based on the labour involved 
in producing it - a skilled worker can tie 
about 360 knots per hour. The more 
tightly knotted or woven a rug is, the more 
detailed the design can be. 

WOVEN RUGS 

Woven rugs are created on a loom, 
weaving continuous weft threads through 
the vertical warp. Once woven, the weft 
thread is either cut, known as plush pile, 
or left in loops, known as Berber. 

Flatweave rugs are created on a loom 
with interlocking warp and weft threads. 
Well known examples of rugs made in this 
style include kilims, Aubussons, Soumaks 
and dhurries. The weaving technique 
makes them thinner than knotted rugs, 
and less insulating. Traditionally, the warp 
threads are generally made of strong 



LEFT Beautifully 
designed Suzanis 
nnay be used as 
throws or wall 
hangings to bring 
a burst of interest 
to neutral schemes. 
Vintage Suzanis, 
from £795, The 
Rug Company 
BELOW Jennifer 
Manners' bespoke 
rugs are made to 
order in Nepal using 
traditional Tibetan 
weaving methods. 


Knots are tied 
continuously around 
a rod, thus speeding 
up the knotting 
process without 
compromising quality. 
BOTTOM Available 
in hand-woven, 
hand-knotted or 
hand-tufted styles, 
this geometric rug 
adds a touch of 
the contemporary 
to interiors. 

Hex rug, £1,080, 
Jennifer Manners 



undyed cotton, linen or wool. The weft, 
which forms the pattern, generally uses 
wool or cotton, although cashmere, 
silk and hemp rugs can also be found. 
These rugs are reversible. 

FELT RUGS 

Felted wool rugs are made by compressing 
and flattening wool, which has first been 
soaked in boiling water to alter the texture 
of the wool. Traditional in Central Asian 
nomadic communities, felt rugs are 
particularly hardwearing and portable, 
and have excellent insulating properties. 

EMBROIDERED RUGS 

Embroidered rugs are stitched by hand 
directly onto linen, cotton or - less 
commonly - silk. Crewel work, tent 
stitch and cross stitch are the most 
commonly used stitches, and designs 
often incorporate elaborate scrollwork 
and botanical designs. Berlin wool 
work is a popular style, produced as 
individually embroidered squares that 
are subsequently stitched together, 
whilst suzanis (the term derives from 
the Persian word for needle) originating 
from Central Asia, are prised for their 



decorative versatility and are often used 
as bedcovers or wall hangings. 

Needlepoint or tapestry rugs are 
constructed by stitching the yarn through 
a stiff opemweave canvas, often in elaborate 
designs of many colours to form the fabric, 
usually from wool, cotton or silk. Hooked 
rugs also use a canvas-style base; the knots 
are made by pulling loops of yarn through 
the mesh using a crocket-like hook. ■ 
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Call 0845 468 0577 

or visit willowandhalLco.uk/english 
to request free samples, a catalogue 
and showroom information 


Willow S’ Hall 


Sofa Beds I Sofas I Beds 



^ Too hot or too cold In bed? 

r 

FREE 


the 

Our temperature regulating sleep 
system is sleep’s best kept secret... 

V ddl 
■ UK 

Oil 

v«y w 
molrJc 

nofll 1 
ind 1 

wbolroom 


£50 






noiural 

tempefaMe 


We use only the finest 
1 nn% British wool in our 
unique sleep system 
(beds & bedding), 
scientifically proven to 
old rested sleep by 
reducing your heart rote 
& regulating your body 
temperature. 


Allef^y UK's only 
certified l£X)% 


pfovenlis dust 
miles and 


adsQTtJs moislure 
while you sleep 


0 

Nalunofly flame 
Relordoot wilhogt 
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wool bedding 


Chemical 


naSurpl beddl-ng 


ollfifgens 


www.thewoolroom.com info@thewoolroom.com 01780 461 217 







Free entry 
with this 
voucher 


ROI 


Royal Institute ^1^1 Painters 
Annual Exhibition ^ 1 5 

2 to 1 3 December [ . ~ 


MALL i^ALLERIES 

The Mall, London SW I , 
www.mallgalleries.org.uk 


Image: MalcoInrJl^^an F^l RBA Dartmoor series, Apr// 20/5 (detail) 


HINSON 


Custom Made Timber Products 




certass 


Creating true one-off produets sinee 1984 
Windows / Doors / Stairs / Furniture ... Exaetly how you want them 

01908 516333 | info(^hinsoncustommade.co.uk | www.hinsoncustommade.co.uk 




QU INTESSENTIALLY 

Inspiration for seasonal pastimes, to make the most of life at home, starts here ^ 





FAMILY TREE 


The twinkling charm of a spruce or 
fir tree resplendently dressed with 
lights and baubles is a sight to behold 
Taking pride of place in a grand hall, 
a prominent corner of the sitting 
room, or even outside the front door, 
the Christmas tree has provided 
a focal point for family gatherings 
since Victorian times* 

ristmas tree and baubles. Dob 
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SPECIAL 


Spreading a little joy is all in a day's work for those who have made a career out of 
helping to uphold familiar customs fundamental to traditional celebrations 
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THE CHRISTMAS CAKE MAKERS 

The Edmiston sisters delight in adding ribbons and other finishing touches to orders 
for their rich and fruity Christmas cakes, which are handmade to a prized family recipe 


ABOVE, FROM LEFT 
The Edmistons have 
perfected their 
Christmas-cake recipe 
over the years. 

To use up leftover 
cake, create festive 
ice cream using their 
family recipe included 
on the website. Visit 
thechristmascake. 
com for details. 

The cake makes an 
opulent centrepiece 
for afternoon tea, and 
online orders can be 
posted anywhere. 
OPPOSITE The sisters 
have full-time jobs, 
but come together to 
bake the cakes, and 
have received many 
thank you letters from 
customers, including 
the mother of a 
serving soldier, whose 
son was very thankful 
for a taste of home. 


T he story began with one Christmas cake, baked 
as a gift. Three young girls decided to use their 
grandmother’s family recipe to make a 
home-made present for their godparents. “It was such a 
success that one of the godparents insisted on buying 
ten, and that’s how we started,” explains their mother, 
Sisi Edmiston, who is also part of the family business. 

In 25 years the handmade production has grown 
from a handful of cakes mixed in a spotlessly clean 
wheelbarrow, to 70 cakes made in the family kitchen, 
to thousands now made in a professional kitchen in 
London. “We think about half a million people round 
the world have tasted our cakes!” exclaims Sisi. 

True to the original premise, the cakes are still 
limited edition. Each of the sisters. Pandora, Portia 
and Scarlet, has fulhtime jobs, so the cakes are made 
from August to September with the tenacious trio 
working in their holiday time and through the night. 
Portia explains: “It has become an annual tradition for 
us to drop everything and club together to help each 
other. It is very hard work with long nights, but we get 
by with music and lots of laughter.” 

The family cake recipe is very old and does not use 
currants, “We use huge golden sultanas, enormous 
black raisins, naturally-dyed cherries, pineapple juice, 
fresh mixed peel with spices, whole hazelnuts and 
beautiful whole walnuts,” describes Sisi. The fruit is 
sourced in May, and the Edmiston sisters insist upon 


selecting the freshest produce sourced from around the 
world. “The secret of any Christmas cake is to get the 
best quality fruit, which has a good quality skin that 
soaks up the alcohol, so that the fruit doubles in size 
with the added cognac.” 

The Edmiston sisters bake their Christmas cakes at a 
low heat. “A six-inch cake, which is our standard cake, 
takes nearly four hours to cook very slowly,” Sisi 
explains. After baking, the cakes are carefully wrapped 
in airtight, greaseproof paper and left in pallets on a 
shelf. Once matured, they are decorated with fruit and 
nuts glazed with damson jam, allowing many returning 
customers to conspire in a secret. “A lot of people buy 
an un-iced cake, and their husbands still don’t know 
they don’t make it,“ laughs Sisi. 

Christmas cake is a glorious focal point for a special 
teatime on Christmas Day, as well as a tempting 
refreshment to offer guests over the festive period, 
which is why the girls first began making cakes. “We 
learned from granny that the perfect hostess is stress 
free, which is very difficult to pull off at Christmastime 
with a house full of relatives,” Portia reveals. “Stocking 
up with Christmas cake is the best way to prepare 
yourself for the Christmas rush.” 

The cakes usually sell out online by the second week of 
December. For details of where they are sold, or to buy 
one online, visit thechristmascake.com ^ 
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LAKELAND paiUtS 

mineral earth pigments 
- for unrivalled quality and colour - 
lakelandpaints.com 01524 852371 





TRULY BESPOKE, 
CAREEULLY MADE 
AND HONESTLY PRICED 


SKk ^ 


Tel: 01386 700110 Blockley, Gloucestershire www.cotswood.com 
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THE NATURAL GATHERER 

In the build-up to Christmas, florist Jay Archer loves to seek out seasonal foliage and 
flowers to make lavish wreaths, bounteous fresh garlands and vivid table displays 


F lorist Jay Archer has been spraying pine cones 
and foraging for moss for festive wreaths since 
the end of August. She enthuses: “Scent is really 
important at Christmas. I think it’s lovely when you 
walk into the house and the fire is crackling and it’s 
warm and smells of mince pies, cinnamon and pine; 
you can just catch the blend of those scents and it 
transports you back to being a child at Christmas.” 

Harking back to the natural decorations used 
centuries ago, requests for fresh foliage are at their 
height during the festive period, with berried branches, 
pine and holly holding particular appeal. Jay 
continues: “Paperwhites smell amazing, and you can 
get really beautiful scented roses. Traditional cloves 
stuck in oranges and dried cranberries also blend in 
with fresh displays very well and all the elements come 
together to create the scent of mulled wine.” 

Jay’s award-winning floristry business began from 
a childhood passion for nature cultivated with her 
grandparents, and, at Christmas time, natural 
elements were always part of her grandparents’ 
decorations. “My grandma’s garden was full of lots 
of poppies. She would ask me to cut them, then she 
would tie them in little bunches and we would arrange 
them on the Christmas tree.” 

Mostly self-taught. Jay launched her floral design 
business nine years ago, after encouragement from her 
(now) husband. “In the early days, I went foraging all 
the time and used garden flowers because they were 
cheaper and readily available,” she explains. 


Images of Jay’s seasonal creations resonated with 
clients, and, instead of moving on to use exotic 
flowers. Jay found her niche creating locally sourced 
floral designs for weddings and seasonal displays. 

The business is based on a farm in Hampshire, 
surrounded by woodland and hedgerows - perfect for 
sourcing armfuls of natural produce, both for Jay’s 
floristry business and her own home, especially at 
Christmas. “I always go on foraging trips with my 
step-children. I ask them to find interesting produce 
and then we spray paint them and make big Christmas 
mobiles to hang in the kitchen.” 

Preparations for the festive period begin in the 
summer and peak throughout December until two 
weeks after Christmas, with seasonal arrangements 
including traditionally made wreaths, ready to be 
placed on the front door from the first of December. 
The business also includes a local house dressing 
service in Hampshire, as well as a floristry school. 

Popular Christmas colour schemes include all- 
natural shades of green, and the glamorous 
combination of red and gold is always highly 
requested. “In modern life, families are so split up 
throughout the year, so Christmas is one of the only 
times of the year that people always get together,” Jay 
reasons. “Mother-hens want to make a bit of 
a fuss and make sure the table looks beautiful, and 
they justifiably feel guilt-free indulging in beautiful 
flowers and wreaths.” 
jayarcherfloraldesign.com ► 


ABOVE, FROM LEFT 
Although roses 
look delicate, they 
are long lasting, 
making them ideal 
to incorporate 
into Christmas 
arrangements. 

Jay runs a floristry 
school, which offers 
festive courses on 
wreath making and 
festive dinner-party 
table flowers. 
Courses run during 
November and 
December. Visit, 
jafdflowerschool.com 
Traditional wreath 
rings are made using 
a moss and copper 
frame, which means 
they can be sprayed 
with water and 
reused again the 
following year. 
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THE MISTLETOE FARMER 

In keeping with the magic of the season, mistletoe has a fascinating past scattered with 
folklore. Mistletoe grower, Mark Adams is fond of regaling tales as he harvests the crop 


O ne of the oldest festive traditions is to 

decorate the house by hanging up a bunch 
of mistletoe tied with a brightly-coloured 
ribbon. For mistletoe grower Marks Adams his history 
with the enigmatic plant also dates back a long way. 
“One of my first memories is of being four years old 
and the BBC children’s television programme Playdays 
came to our orchard. We filmed my dad [Michael 
Adams, pictured above, on the right] cutting mistletoe 
out of the tree, so it is indoctrinated into me that 
when Christmastime comes it’s time to pick mistletoe.” 

The plant’s green spheres are found festooned 
amongst the branches of trees, like nature’s own 
Christmas baubles, and it grows in the biggest 
abundance in the fruit-growing counties of 
Worcestershire, Herefordshire and Gloucestershire. 

For Worcestershire fruit farmers, the Adams, the 
business of selling mistletoe came about as a happy 
accident. Mark explains: “It grows in our apple trees, 
which are grown for the apples, not for the mistletoe. 
We don’t really encourage it, it encourages itself 
and we just manage it.” 

Although the Adams family had been growing and 
selling organic mistletoe for generations, three years 
ago Mark returned from university and changed the 
direction of the business from selling to wholesale 
buyers at the Tenbury Wells mistletoe market to selling 
to the public online, year round. 

During the rest of the year, mistletoe is popular for 
weddings and other events, but it is primarily bought 


for the Christmas season, “Cn the first of November 
there is a massive jump in orders, because everyone 
starts thinking about Christmas.” 

The Adams’ mistletoe is freshly picked and packed 
on the same day. Whether there is a shortfall or a glut 
of mistletoe depends on how well the bees have been 
able to pollinate the plants during the spring. It is 
all hands on deck when the bunches are harvested 
in the latter half of the year. “We cut it in the winter 
time when it has value, which is Cctober to 
December,” Mark reveals. 

Ripening at this wintery time of year, mistletoe was 
seen as a mysterious symbol of new life by the pagans. 
However, Mark believes its continuing relevance is less 
mystifying. “In the last 50 years, its popularity is 
probably more to do with the romance behind the 
plant,” he says. In the eighteenth century, kissing 
under the mistletoe was seen as an act of good luck for 
future romance and marriage prospects; conversely it 
was bad luck for a lady to be caught under the 
mistletoe and not to kiss her suitor. 

The Adams love to hear customers’ stories about the 
personal traditions they associate with mistletoe - from 
keeping it all year long, to sentimental tales that seem 
to resonate with its legend, “A lot of people tell me 
they had their first kiss with their husband under the 
mistletoe at Christmas,” Mark divulges. 

To purchase bunches of organic mistletoe, visit 
kissmemistletoe.co.uk ■ 


ABOVE, FROM LEFT 
Gathering the 
mistletoe requires 
many pickers. Here, 
Michael Adams 
selects bunches with 
his friend Rob Mapp, 
who helps with the 
mistletoe harvest. 
Mistletoe can be 
incorporated into a 
variety of natural 
festive decorations; it 
mixes beautifully with 
ivy and roses to 
create an elegant 
table centrepiece, 
bedded in moss. 
Keep mistletoe fresh 
by leaving it outside 
for up to three weeks 
before bringing it 
inside to use. 
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ADORNMENTS 


For centuries, the festive season has inspired people to fill their 
homes with greenery, nuts and berries to set the scene for ritual , 
celebrations. Louise Curley suggests ways to make the most of 
nature's gifts from winter gardens this Christmas 
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DECKING THE TABLE 


Food is central to the festive celebrations, and 
it is a treat at this time of year to be able to make 
a real feature of the dining table for meals with 
family and friends. Table decorations do not 
need to be elaborate nor complicated; in fact 
modest ideas are sometimes the most striking. 

For the simplest of table decorations, fill small 
jars, glasses or pretty ice-cream dishes with crab 
apples (Malus sylvestris), cones and nuts. These 
are pretty and do not take up a lot of space on 
a crowded Christmas table. 

Scour the garden and hedgerows for foliage 
and berries. A mild winter can also mean that 
there may be a couple of brave little flowers in 
bloom, such as primroses (Primula vulgaris) and 
hydrangeas - and do not forget winter-flowering 
plants, such as winter honeysuckle (Lonicera 
fragrantissima). Pick the day before the relevant 
event and arrange, remembering not to create 
displays that are too tall, as these will make 
it difficult for guests to see one another and 
chat across the table. Be sure to store them 
somewhere cool until needed. 

Table decorations can also include simple 
garlands of dried or fresh material and pretty 
napkin holders. Forced bulbs look enchanting 
as winter decorations, but avoid strongly scented 
flowers for the dining table, where they can 
overpower the aroma of food. Also, be careful that 
non-edibles are not confused with food for eating, 
particularly if children and pets are around. 

You will need 

Foraged material: chestnuts, crab apples, 
cones, rose hips, hawthorn berries, 

Virginia creeper, honesty seed pods, birch, 
old man's beard 

Pretty containers: jelly moulds, jam jars, 
glasses, bowls, ice-cream dishes 
Flax cord, ribbon, hessian, raffia or twine 
for decoration 

Evergreens: rosemary, thyme, viburnum, 
pine, bay, silver-leaved dusty miller 
(Jacobaea maritima) 

Thin-gauge florists' wire 

Creating an honesty garland 
Remove individual honesty seed pods from the 
main stem with a little bit of stalk attached. Cut 
a length of cord or ribbon long enough to drape 
across the table. Flax cord can be used here for its 
natural feel. Starting in the centre, attach an 
honesty seed head to the cord with a knot; work 
outwards from the centre, securing further seed 
heads in place. 



NATURAL PRESENT DECORATION 

If disheartened by the pile of discarded wrappings on Christmas Day that 
cannot be recycled, or if plastic, shiny bows and ribbon seem unappealing, 
then turn to something more natural. Use plain white and brown parcel paper 
to wrap presents and adorn them with natural ornaments. This honesty-and- 
poppy-head flower is quite delicate so is best for gifts that will be delivered in 
person. There are plenty of alternative decorative materials, such as small 
leaves, which can be attached around the base of a larch cone. 

You will need 

Scissors/secateurs 

Dried seed heads of poppy and honesty 

Hot glue gun 

Twine or pretty ribbon 

Small autumn-coloured leaves such as blueberries 
Larch cones 

Making a natural present decoration 

® Snip off the stem of a dried poppy, leaving approximately 1cm of stem with 
the seed head attached. 

Remove the honesty seedpods from their stems and, with a dab of glue at 
the base of each, attach around the poppy seed head to form a flower. It is 
possible to do just one row or add more for a fuller effect. 

" Attach the decoration to the present with the same twine or ribbon used 
for wrapping the gift. 

' Add an additional dab of glue to make sure that the decoration stays in 
place. The honesty seedpods are very delicate, so do bear this in mind when 
attaching to presents. You might also use them as tree decorations. 

GOOD IDEA 

If honesty is not available, or if considered too delicate, decorate gifts with 
other seed pods (such as love-in-a-mist) and grasses (such as hare’s tail). It 
is also possible to achieve a good effect with cones or sprigs of berries. Bay 
leaves and rosemary look pretty too. ► 
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SEASONAL WREATH 


A welcoming wreath on a door has become just 
as much a part of decorating a home for Christmas 
as a tree. Choose from all manner of styles, from 
the traditional evergreen to the quirky, covered in 
Brussels sprouts. Many shopTought versions feel 
mass-produced with their gaudy, plastic ribbons and 
uninspiring, conifer fronds, so for something 
unique assemble a bespoke wreath. Unless using 
florists’ foam, wreaths made from fresh material 
will not last very long without water, so create these 
wreaths close to when they will be required to look 
their best. Hanging them in cooler rooms or 
outside will help to extend their life. Dried material 
wreaths will last indefinitely, so it is feasible do 
these much earlier, before the hectic festive season 
starts. They will need some protection from the 
elements, so hang on a sheltered door or indoors. 

You will need 

Hazel branches about 1 metre long 

Stub or reel wire 

Wire cutters or secateurs 

Natural decorations: lichen-covered stems, 

larch cones, garden moss, sweet chestnuts, 

rose hips 

Something to hang the wreath: ribbon, 

twine, raffia 

Scissors 

Making a seasonal wreath 
‘ Loop one piece of hazel into a circle of the 
required diameter and secure with wire. 

Take another stem of hazel and weave around 
the circle. 

Repeat with several more stems starting at 
different points around the circle, to create 
a balanced shape. 

Continue weaving in stems until you have 
formed the desired wreath base. 

Gather together a couple of lichen-covered 
stems and a stem or two of larch cones, for a 
twiggy posy. Secure with wire. Lay on the wreath 
base to gauge the fit and trim to size. 

Make up enough of these posies to cover 
the entire wreath. 

Wire into place on the hazel wreath base, 
using subsequent posies to cover the wired base 
of the previous posy. 

Wire or arrange into place further decorations as 
required. Rose hips and pieces of vibrant green 
moss from garden paths can work well. 

Linish by cutting and attaching some ribbon, 
twine or raffia to the wreath. 

GOOD IDEA 

When forming a wreath, bear in mind that any 
material added will make the ultimate size of the 
wreath larger than the actual base, so do not get 
too carried away with the size of the wreath base. 




Extracted from The 
(Frances Lincoln, £16. 

Curley, photography 
To order The Crafted Garden for the 
special price of £13.99* including p&p, 
telephone 01903 828503 and quote 
offer code APG373. Or send a cheque 
made payable to Littlehampton Book Services Mail Order 
Department, Littlehampton Book Services, PO Box 4264, 
Worthing, West Sussex BN 13 3TG. Please quote the offer 
code APG373 and include your name and address details. 
*UK only, please add £2.50 if ordering from overseas. 
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OTHER FOLIAGE TYPES 



The English Home team offers more advice 
Using evergreens as winter decoration extends to 
the time when our ancestors marvelled at the 
ability of these plants to remain green over the 
winter and so endowed them with magical 
properties. Today we are more prosaic, but we still 
admire the lustre of a perfect holly branch with its 
glossy, dark leaves punctuated by bright scarlet 
berries, and are grateful for ivy’s abundance. 

Foraging for evergreens under a clear winter sky 
is one of those pre^Christmas indulgences, when 
we are free from thoughts of presents and canapes. 

Whilst holly and ivy are wonderful for providing 
a finishing touch to decorations, our gardens are 
full of evergreens equally suited to festive schemes. 



Euonymus 

The genus offers a range 
of species with variegated 
leaves, especially 
beautiful are those tinged 
with pink at the margins. 

Mahonia japonica 
Look for stems where the 
leaves are turning red. 

Eucalyptus parvula 
With fragrant, blue^ 
green, narrow leaves 
drooping, to 6cm in 
length, these stems 
contrast well with many ‘stiff winter staples. 
Skimmia japonica Wymans^ The 1042cm elliptic 
dark leaves are fabulous in large wreaths. 
Sarcococca confusa (sweet box) 

These dark green, shiny leaves arranged on 
upright, arched stems are invaluable in a formal 
display of floral delights. 

Taurus nobilis (bay tree) 

Perfect for a tactile, natural table centrepiece. 

Whichever plants are used, cut at an oblique angle 
and pop in a bucket of cold water for a few hours 
before arranging. And, of course, do not forget 
the mistletoe if fortunate enough to have some 
growing within reach. ■ 
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Christmas cookery is not all about the 
Christmas Day feast. Here, Gordon Ramsay 
reveals some deliciously tempting recipes 
to indulge in across the festive period 


L, 



RICOTTA CAKE WITH 
CARAMELISED CLEMENTINES 
Brimming with Christmassy 
clementines, this is a moist, dense cake, 
with a subtle hint of star anise. The cake 
itself freezes well in a sealed container. 
Once topped with the barely cooked 
clementines and syrup, it is best eaten 
within a day, or two days at most. 

Serves 8 

140g unsalted butter, at room 
temperature, plus extra to grease 
Plain flour, to dust 
140g caster sugar 
375g ricotta 

3 medium eggs, separated, plus 
2 extra egg yolks 

Finely grated zest of 3 clementines, 

plus 3 tbsp juice 

175g self-raising flour, sifted 

1 tsp baking powder 

Pinch of fine sea salt 

4-5 seedless clementines 

100g caster sugar 

4 star anise 

75ml clementine juice or orange 
Liqueur, such as Grand Marnier or 
Cointreau 

Whipped cream to serve (optional) 

• Preheat the oven to 160°C. Lightly 
butter a 23 -24cm springform cake 
tin and dust with flour. 

• Cream the butter and sugar together 
using an electric whisk until pale and 
fluffy. Whisk in the ricotta, the 5 egg 
yolks and the clementine zest and juice 
until evenly combined. Sift the flour, 
baking powder and salt together 

into another bowl. 


• In a clean bowl (with clean beaters), 
whisk the egg whites to stiff peaks. 

In alternate batches, fold the egg whites 
and sifted flour mix into the ricotta 
mixture until evenly combined. Transfer 
the mixture to the prepared cake tin 
and bake for 50-60 minutes, until risen 
and a skewer inserted into the middle 
comes out clean. 

• Ten minutes before the cake will be 
cooked, make the topping. Peel the 
clementines, removing all pith, then 
slice crosswise into 1cm rounds and 
remove the pips. 

• Put the sugar and star anise into a dry 
heavy-based pan over a high heat. When 
the sugar begins to melt and caramelise, 
tilt the pan to swirl the syrup so that 

it colours evenly. As soon as it reaches 
a terracotta brown colour, add the 
clementine juice or liqueur, standing 
well back as the hot caramel will 
splutter. Some of it will harden on 
contact with the juice, so stir over 
a medium heat until it melts to a 
thick, glossy caramel. Remove from 
the heat, add the clementines and 
toss to coat in the caramel. 

• Once the cake is ready, remove from 
the oven and leave to cool for about 15 
minutes (it will sink slightly on cooling). 
Carefully unmould and transfer it to a 
serving plate or cake stand. Whilst the 
cake is still warm, lightly prick the 
surface all over with a skewer then 
drizzle over some of the caramel. 
Arrange the clementine slices on top 
and drizzle over the rest of the caramel. 
Leave to cool completely. 

• Slice the cake to serve and accompany 
with whipped cream, if desired. 




STUFFED DATES WITH HONEY 
AND PISTACHIO MARZIPAN 
I was inspired to make these after a trip 
to Dubai, where sweet, luscious dates 
are a treat. They are fabulous as canapes. 

Makes about 30 

100g shelled unsalted pistachio nuts 

1 tbsp caster sugar 

11 / 2-2 tbsp clear runny honey 

11/2 tsp lemon juice 

1/2 tsp rosewater, or to taste 

Icing sugar, to dust 

28-30 Medjool or Deglet Noor dates 

• Put the pistachios and caster sugar 
into a food processor and pulse until 
the mixture resembles coarse 
breadcrumbs. Do not over-process, 
otherwise the nuts may release their 
oils and become greasy. Drizzle in 
the honey, lemon juice and rosewater 
and blend until the mixture starts 

to clump together. 

• Turn the marzipan mixture onto 

a surface dusted with icing sugar and 
knead lightly until soft and smooth. 

• Halve the dates lengthways and 
remove the stones. Take about a 
teaspoonful of the pistachio marzipan 
and shape it into a roll slightly shorter 
than the length of the date you are 
filling, dusting it with a little icing 
sugar to prevent the paste from sticking 
to your hands. 

• Insert the marzipan into the slit and 
press the date gently to encase the 
filling. Once stuffed, place the dates 
in small waxed paper cases to serve. ► 
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STAR FRUIT PUNCH 
Serves 6-8 

I always like to offer an interesting 
non-alcoholic alternative, and this 
Asian-inspired tropical fruit punch, 
made from cartons of juice, fits the 
bill Pour 250ml passion fruit juice, 
750ml pineapple juice and 750ml 
lychee juice into a large jug. Add 
the leaves from a few mint sprigs, 

1 thinly sliced lime and 1 sliced star 
fruit. Cover and chill until serving. 
Just before serving, stir in 500ml of 
soda water and plenty of ice cubes 
(pictured on page 125). 


CHRISTMAS BOMBE 
With a surprise frozen creamy filling 
dotted with sweet festive ingredients, 
this is a great dessert for Christmas. It 
looks impressive, and, best of all, it can 
be made well in advance and kept in the 
freezer for up to a month. For a speedy 
cheat’s version, replace the creamy 
meringue filling with good-quality 
ready-made ice cream. 

Serves 8-1 0 

400g good-quality chocolate Swiss roll 
(jumbo size) 

390g jar of cherries in kirsch syrup 
180g caster sugar 



75ml water 

2 large egg whites 

300ml double cream 

50g preserved stem ginger in syrup, 

chopped, plus 1 tbsp syrup from the jar 

1 tbsp Grand Marnier or Cointreau 

50g chopped mixed glace fruit 

30g marron glace (optional), chopped 

30g shelled pistachio nuts, toasted and 

roughly chopped 

Few redcurrant sprigs, to finish (optional) 
Icing sugar, to dust (optional) 

• Line a two-litre bowl with a double 
layer of cling film, leaving some excess 
overhanging the rim. Cut the Swiss roll 
into 1cm slices and use to line the base 
and sides of the bowl, cutting a few of 
the slices into pieces to fill the gaps as 
necessary. Drain the cherries, reserving 
the syrup. Drizzle the Swiss roll slices 
with the kirsch syrup, saving a few 
tablespoonfuls for the top. Set aside. 

• Put the sugar and water into a small 
heavy-based saucepan and stir over a 
low heat to dissolve. Increase the heat 
to high and boil until the syrup registers 
120°C on a sugar thermometer. 

Meanwhile, in a large clean bowl, whisk 
the egg whites to stiff peaks. 

• When the sugar syrup is ready, gradually 
pour onto the egg whites in a steady 
stream, whisking as you do so. Continue 
to whisk until the meringue has doubled 
in volume and the sides of the bowl no 
longer feel hot. 

• In another bowl, whisk the cream to 
soft peaks. Fold in the ginger syrup and 
orange liqueur, followed by the meringue 
mixture. Taste and sweeten with a little 
more ginger syrup if required. Stir through 
the cherries, chopped ginger, glace fruit, 
marron glace, if using, and chopped 
pistachios. Spoon into the Swiss roll-lined 
bowl and level the top. 

• Cover with the remaining Swiss roll 
slices, cutting them to fit as necessary. 
Drizzle with the rest of the kirsch syrup, 
then fold the excess cling film over the 
top to seal. 

• Place a flat plate on top (one that 

just fits inside the rim) and weigh it down 
with a heavy tin. Chill for an hour, then 
remove the weight, wrap and freeze 
the bombe. 

• To serve, unwrap the bombe and place 
on a flat plate or cake stand. Decorate 
with sprigs of redcurrants dusted with icing 
sugar, if preferred, or serve it just as it is. 

Let it stand at room temperature for about 
15 minutes before slicing. 
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CRANBERRY MINCE PIES 

Makes 24 
For the pastry: 

250g plain flour, plus extra to dust 
25g icing sugar 

125g chilled unsalted butter, diced 
Finely grated zest of 1 orange 
1 medium egg, lightly beaten 
1-3 tsp ice-cold water (if needed) 

For the filling: 

400g jar good-quality mincemeat (or use 
the recipe featured on this page) 

150g dried cranberries 

To finish: 

1 egg yolk, beaten with 1 tsp water, to 

make an eggwash glaze 

Icing sugar or caster sugar, to dust 

• For the pastry, put the flour, icing sugar, 
butter and orange zest into a food 
processor and whizz to fine crumbs. With 
the motor running, add the egg and whizz 
for a few seconds until the mixture forms 
clumps and you can press it together into 
a ball. (If necessary, add 1-3 tsp ice-cold 
water to bring the dough together.) 


• Turn onto a lightly floured surface 
and knead briefly until smooth. Wrap in 
cling film and chill for at least 30 minutes, 
or until firm. (The pastry can be made 

up to three days ahead, or frozen for up 
to a month.) 

• For the filling, turn the mincemeat into 
a bowl and stir in the dried cranberries. 

Roll out the pastry on a lightly floured 
surface until it is around 3 mm thick. 

Using an 8cm fluted cutter, cut out 24 
rounds and use to line two 12-hole, 
non-stick mince pie tins. 

• Re-roll the trimmings to the same 
thickness and stamp out 24 stars or 
Christmas trees, with an appropriate cutter, 
for the tops. Put a dessertspoonful of filling 
into each pastry case, then press the tops in 
position. Chill for at least 20 minutes. 
Meanwhile, preheat the oven to 180°C. 

• Brush the tops with the eggwash, then 
bake the mince pies for 15-20 minutes 
until the pastry is golden and crisp. Let 
cool for a few minutes before removing 
from the tins and transferring to a wire 
rack to cool. Store an airtight container 
for up to one week. Warm slightly before 
serving, with a dusting of sugar. ■ 


MINCEMEAT 

Makes about 1.25kg (enough for 
3 batches of mince pies) 

Peel and grate a large dessert apple 
into a big bowl. Add the grated zest 
and juice of 1 lemon and 1 orange, 
then llOg suet, 240g raisins, llOg 
diced dried apricots, 175g soft dark 
brown sugar, 50g flaked almonds, 

1 Vi tsp ground allspice, 1 tsp 
ground cinnamon, y4 tsp ground 
nutmeg, 50ml brandy and 50ml 
dark rum. Stir well, then cover and 
chill for 30 minutes. If not using 
immediately, transfer into clean 
sterilised jars and store in the fridge. 
The mincemeat improves the longer 
you let it mature, but should be 
used within 6 months. 


Recipes from a selection: 
Christmas, by Gordon 
Ramsay (Quadrille, 
£15) Photography by 
Chris Terry. 
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MANUFACTURED BY A&^ MOORE 



WE MANUFACTURE THE LARGEST RANGE OF WINE RACKING IN THE 
■ UK PROVIDING THE ULTIMATE SOLUTION FOR STORING WINE. 


Wineracks.co.uk is a family-run company providing a comprehensive range 
of high quality wine racks, wine cabinets and storage solutions. We have 
built our reputation on building bespoke wine racks using only the finest 
materials, to not only provide you with the storage solution that is tailor- 
made for your wine cellar, but also to ensure that no matter which option you 
choose, your wine storage solution will preserve your wine or Champagne 
for generations. Our reputation for quality products at affordable prices 
combined with great personal service means that we now have clients 
in every corner of the world as well as across the United Kingdom. From 
luxurious hotels to countryside restaurants and private residences. 

Tel: 0115 944 1434 

information@wineracks.co.uk www.wineracks.co.uk 







M any of the comforting, warming 
drinks that our ancestors would 
have known have fallen out of 
favour. As author Jane Struthers reveals in 
The Book of Christmas (£9.99, Ebury 
Press), winter was the time of great 
experimentation with hot drinks from 
Bishop to Posset to Het Pint (which 
Struthers reveals was carried by first footers 
for Hogmanay), which are rarely known 
today. Yet mulled wine continues to be 
served. We are intrigued to try the recipe 
Struthers divulges for Dr Samuel Johnson’s 
Mulled Wine - and the advice is to use 
a good quality wine when making it. Dr 
Johnson’s recipe will make around 2Va 
pints, and will provide the perfect festive 
tipple for guests at Christmas. 

You will need: 

75 cl bottle good red wine (claret 
or Merlot) 

12 lumps of sugar 
6 cloves 

1 orange, sliced thinly 
570ml (1 pt) boiling water 
150ml {Va pt) orange curacao 
150ml (^4 pt) brandy 
Freshly-grated nutmeg 

Pour the wine into a large steel saucepan, 
add the sugar, cloves and orange slices and 
heat until the liquid is coming to the boil 
(but do not let it boil, as that will destroy 
the alcohol). Add the boiling water, 
orange curacao and brandy and stir well. 
Ladle into glasses and top with a little 
freshly-grated nutmeg. 


LEFT Served hot or cold, the 
heady aroma, evocative taste and 
crimson colour of mulled wine is 
a seasonal joy for the senses. 


4 
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FESTIVE BREAKS 

Whether yearning for bright lights and shopping, or an escape to a snug 
little hideaway, our selection of delicious seasonal breaks will help 
set the Christmas spirit alight, away from home 
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COWORTH PARK 

ASCOT, BERKSHIRE 

From an indulgent Champagne afternoon 
tea to a lavish three-course dinner followed 
by Midnight Mass at the local village church 
- returning for hot toddies by the drawing' 
room fire - Christmas Eve at Coworth Park 
is English elegance at its best. Christmas Day 
and Boxing Day promise more festive treats, 
including a visit from Eather Christmas (for 
the children), a chocolate mastenclass and 
a falconry display. 

Rooms from £475 a person, a night; suites from 
£685 a person, a night, over the Christmas period. 
Decorated trees available in rooms on request. 
dorchestercollection.com 
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THE PORCH HOUSE 

STOW ON THE WOLD, GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

A perfectly cooked and presented traditional 
Christmas menu - compete with pigs in 
blankets, chestnut'and'cranberry stuffing, Rib 
of beef and Yorkshire pudding - awaits guests 
at this multkaward'winning beautifully 
restored coach house, most recently awarded 
the prestigious New Pub of the Year 2016 
award by the Good Pub Guide. Retreat, 
afterwards, to cosy beamed bedrooms, 
or linger downstairs in the convivial ban 

Christmas Day lunch from £75 a head; rooms 
from £89 a night, porch'house.co.uk 


THE HONEY POT COTTAGE 

NEAR BURFORD, OXFORDSHIRE 

Hunker down by the cosy wood-burning stove 
under the ancient honey-coloured beams of 
this romantic 400-year-old pint-sized fairly-tale 
Cotswold-stone cottage on the edge of 
Burford, a charming Cotswold town voted 
one of the top ten most beautiful places to 
live in Europe by Forbes magazine. Enjoy 
Christmas lunch cooked in the Aga, before 
heading out into the Gloucestershire 
countryside or exploring the higgledy- 
piggledy stone lanes, perhaps stopping for a 
drink at one of the characterful inns nearby. 

The Honey Pot Cottage, sleeps 2, £1,350 for a 
vueeCs stay over Christmas. Uniquehomestays.com 




THE BIG HOUSE COMPANY 

NATIONWIDE 

For those whose idea of a celebration is 
a large gathering of the clans. The Big 
House Company has a selection of 
beautifully appointed country houses 
designed to accommodate between 20 and 
31 guests. Each is set in spacious grounds 
offering a variety of activities, plus spaces in 
which to relax - most also offer an optional 
catering service. 

From £2,350 for a twomight midweek break, 
thebighouseco.com ^ 
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SWINTON PARK 

RIPON, NORTH YORKSHIRE 

Nestling romantically in the majestic 
Yorkshire Dales, and surrounded by 
beautifully landscaped parkland, this 
atmospheric ivy-clad castle is brimming with 
handsome antique furnishings and ancient 
family portraits. Christmas here consists of 
afternoon tea, pre-dinner canapes and 
Champagne, accompanied by a carolling 
choir. A sumptuous ChristmaS'Eve dinner is 
also served in the award-winning restaurant. 
Midnight Mass at the local church precedes 
a traditionally English Christmas Day plus 
a host of traditional Boxing-Day activities, 
including clay-pigeon shooting, a treasure 
hunt and a pantomime. 

From £282 a person, a night, based on double 
occupancy, swintonpark.com 


THE GORING 

LONDON 

This most quintessentially English of 
establishments offers old-school glamour in 
abundance in the heart of London’s 
Belgravia. The fleet of impeccably turned-out, 
tail-coated footmen have your every wish 
covered - from unpacking suitcases to serving 
cocktails on the newly-opened Winter 
Terrace, to providing specially tailored gift 
lists and booking theatre trips - they will 
even wrap Christmas presents for you. 

From £605 for an overnight stay for two in a 
deluxe room, including breakfast and footmen 
service. Available £23 December, thegoring.com 




WESTON PARK 

SHIFNAU SHROPSHIRE 

Sparkling silverware and twinkling glasses 
glisten under crystal chandeliers whilst 
imposing family portraits gaze down as this 
glorious country house is transformed into 
a vision of truly classical festivity at 
Christmastime. Tucked away in the rolling 
Shropshire countryside, roaring fires warm 
the cosy library, creating a luxurious clubby 
atmosphere where comfort is paramount. 

From £350 for two for the special Christmas Dine 
and Stay experience, westompark.com 



DEVONSHIRE ARMS 

We would like to make the following correction regarding the Devonshire Arms, 
which was featured in the Autumn Escapes feature within our October 2015 issue. The 
Devonshire Arms featured is located in Derbyshire, not North Yorkshire as stated. 
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PROMOTION 


THE ENGLISH HOME INSURANCE OFFER 

More comprehensive cover 
and reduced premiums 



To help you protect your home and garden and save you money, The English Honne 
has negotiated preferential rates with leading insurance brokers SmithGreenfield. 
High Value Home insurance cover can be very beneficial to readers whose homes 
are valued at over £250,000 or whose contents are worth more than £50,000 


R eaders of The English Home may be able 
to save on their current insurance 
premiums and improve the extent of 
their cover by changing to a specialist 
High Value Home insurance policy, via brokers 
SmithGreenfield. 

These policies can offer many benefits over 
a standard, high-street policy for readers whose 
home’s rebuilding costs are valued at over 
£250,000, or whose contents are worth more 
than £50,000. Claims are handled promptly and 
full accidental damage cover is included. 

We recommend readers to contact 
SmithGreenfield for a quotation before their 
present insurance policy expires. There is a good 
chance that the cover will be greater and the 
premium less than you currently pay. Plus, there 
is a special discount of up to 10 per cent for 
readers of The English Home. 

am delighted I moved my house insurance to 
SmithGreenfield* It has saved me over £2,000 
a year/* Mr PD, Hook, Hampshire 


YOUR SPECIAL BENEFITS 

• Specialist restoration & depreciation 
cover for antiques and fine art 

• Specialist cover for garden plants, 
furniture & statuary 

• Worldwide 'all risks' possessions cover 

• 'New for old' replacement 

• Agreed value settlements for 
valuable items 



For a free quote or more information, tel: 0844 873 3919 
or visit WWW.smithgreenfield.CO.uk and go to the private clients’ page 


The English Home & Garden insurance offer is administered by SmithGreenfield Services pIc, who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 





Peppercorn 

House 

Fine furniture, Fabrics 
& Wallpapers 

We offer a beautiful range of 
soft furnishings, upholstery 
& accessories. The perfect 
combination with our stunning 
furniture, lovingly hand painted 
in our workshop. 

Thinking of selling? 

Take our Interior design and 
property staging services to ensure 
you are market ready and achieve 
full market value, and you have 
everything you could want all in 
one place. 



01325 788245 or 07961 967070 
www.peppercornhouse.com 
Hurworth Grange, 

41 Hurworth Road, 

Hurworth Place, 

Darlington DL2 2BN 



Beautiful soft furnishings, 
upholstery and fine furniture. 



HETAS ^ 


m 




The NEW 
Highlander SOLO 
1 DSG Logstore 

For your nearest stockist 

All Dunsley stoves ^ 

are manufactured 1 i 1 i 

liS in Great Britain www.dunsIeyheat.co.uk 



4 / ttbdt (m 


THE 

FRENCH 

HOUSE 


LIGHTING HOMEWARE 

www.thefrenchhouse.net 



Garden fiimitu re, liglitm^ , cushicms, oildDth, tab le lin en, bedding and murdunore 

www.lamaisonbleue.co.uk 




Mrs Minerva Writes... 




NEGOTIATING 

CHRISTMAS 

Passionate about quintessential English 
customs, our incognito columnist reminds us 
to do the best things in life in the most elegant 
fashion, always with a twinkle in her eye 


BELOW RIGHT 
With its humorous 
subtext, this card 
makes a wry 
comment upon the 
social politics that 
can occur during the 
festive season. 

'Let the arguing 
begin' gold foil 
Christmas card, 
£3.50, Not on the 
High Street com 


C hristmas divides the world into two 

camps: one either loves it or hates it. It 
will bring out either the best or the worst 
of one’s character and, without knowing 
someone well, it can be difficult to tell which it will be. 
I learned fairly early on in our relationship that Mr M 
will most years likely side with Ebenezer Scrooge. 
Whilst he is all for a traditional lunch of goose, roast 
potatoes and all the trimmings, he is rarely inclined to 
share it with anyone but the children. If I even 
mention seeing friends, inviting family over or - even 
worse - suggesting we go and visit anyone, it is met 
with a tantrum or a sulk that could last until Easter. 

Christmas should be about spreading goodwill, 
getting together with people we love or - if love is too 
strong - at least those to whom we are related in some 
way. Mr M believes family trees should be brutally 
pruned at the first generation mark. He does not mind 
his own children and, under the right circumstances 
(usually involving a hearty lunch and a good single 
malt), he is actually rather fond of his parents. 

Mention cousins to him, however, and he absolutely 
fails to see the point. 

On the other hand, I am very fond of my extended 
family and my large circle of friends, and would rather 
like to spend at least a little time with them over the 
festive period. From stringent research, I know this is 
a theme that plays out in drawing rooms all over the 
country. As the more organised half of a couple, a wife 
will raise - say in mid October - the thorny subject of 
whose parents they will be spending Christmas with. 
And so battle commences and etiquette becomes key. 

It is at this time of year that one’s good manners are 
sorely tested. Of course it is extremely unfair if only 
one set of parents gets to see the grandchildren over 


the celebrations, and one must set aside one’s feelings 
and ensure they are, as it were, fairly spread around. If 
it is impossible to imagine Christmas lunch with 
appalling parents, then at least try to pop in for a 
quick sherry on the way to somewhere more agreeable. 

Many couples go for a more mathematical approach 
and visit, or invite to stay, each set of parents every 
other year. Others, who have many spare bedrooms, 
and an abundance of patience, manage to entertain 
everyone each year. The upside of this is that it can 
mean one has done one’s duty and can often get away 
with not seeing them for at least another eight weeks 
once the festive period is done and dusted. The 
downside is that one needs the patience of a saint and 
an exceptionally well stocked drinks cabinet. 

It is also important to remember that not everyone 
loves - or even celebrates - Christmas. This could be 
a matter of religious belief, the politics of antk 
consumerism, or simply having a family so vile it is 
easier not to celebrate than have to deal with the sort 
of squabbling that would tax the United Nations. 

I have noticed of late a rather strange phenomenon: 
once, we all complained bitterly as Christmas cards 
and decorations went 
on sale in the 
supermarkets as soon 
as the children went 
back to school. Now, 
in the age of social M j - -V 

media, many of us 
are just as guilty of 1. V 

making the rumup 
stretch for an 
eternity. I, for one, 
am quite happy to 
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block anyone who spends July exclaiming that it is only 
26 weeks until Christmas. 

Staying with friends, or having them to stay, can be 
fraught with obstacles. The dos and don’ts should be 
simple: never outstay one’s welcome, always take lovely 
presents, offer to help as much as possible and mean 
it. Do not, however, under any circumstances, try to 
ringfence the glamorous jobs. Take over tasks such as 
the washing up, but do not - unless explicitly asked to 
- offer, for example, to carve the bird. Be kind to the 
children of the house, but do not give them anything 
with sugar or artificial colourings. Their mother has 
been trying to calm them down since term ended and 
the last thing she needs is a tornado of small people 
spinning through the house in a chemical frenzy. 

If having marital problems, one will need, I am 
afraid, either to turn down all invitations or agree to 
call a truce for the festive period. It really is not fair 
to subject friends or family to the worry of hearing 
constant arguing. I remember staying with some lovely 
friends one year as his sister and her husband argued 
late into the night and hurled some rather good plates 
at each other. We ended up having Christmas lunch 
from paper plates as our host confided that they simply 
could not take the risk with the china. 

It pays to be prepared at Christmas, so one is not left 
embarrassed. This includes having a few emergency 
presents stashed away for when someone unexpectedly 
drops in with a rather lovely looking parcel. I always 
have at least six, and they are of varying values. Most 
years I will have to use around three. I keep them as 
generic as possible, including wine, notebooks, 
delicious foods and some board games in case one 
suddenly remembers a forgotten child. 

During the season of goodwill, it is never more 
important to do unto others as one would have 
done unto oneself. This is why I will endeavour to 
make everyone happy this year, including Mr M. 

I have yielded to his demands that, at Christmas, 
the man of the house should be allowed to be the 
guardian of the drinks cupboard. What is the worst 
that could happen? ■ 



lERUHIUM LEiF F 


LEFT A special 
scented candle is 
always an excellent 
Christmas gift - 
perfect for an 
unexpected guest. 
Large botanical 
geranium candle, 
£25, Daylesford 



SEASON OF GIVING 

Delight friends and family this Christmas 
with the help of these useful resources 

BEDTIME BLISS 

At Christmas, one generally has to make up spare beds and 
I always see it as a good time to spruce up largely unused rooms 
by buying new linen. Top of my list of places to go for this is 
Amara. They have a host of brilliant items for the home, and lots 
of rather unusual and fun duvet covers and throws. It is terribly 
important to ensure one's guests are relaxed and comfortable in 
their rooms, not least because this often means I get an extra hour 
or so before I am on breakfast duty, amara.com 

CORNUCOPIA OF GIFTS 

I am a huge fan of Daylesford, and it is always on my list to visit 
around Christmas. It is great for emergency presents. This year 
I am stocking up on its geranium-scented candles, which, starting 
from £21, are actually rather a bargain. They come in sweet, 
reusable glass containers and are perfect for lifting one's mood. 

If they are still in the drawer after New Year's Day, I dot them 
around the house, as they are also really good at getting rid of 
the smell of wet Labrador, daylesford.com 

SWEET DELIGHTS 

Christmas is a time of tradition and home-made treats are most 
definitely the order of the day, 
whether one makes them as 
presents, tree decorations or 
simply for one's guests to enjoy. 

Top of my Christmas list is a 
wonderful new book, Mrs Beeton's 
Homemade Sweetshop. Inspired 
by the classic techniques in Isabella 
Beeton's Book of Household 
Management, this new volume 
includes fail-safe advice on 
a huge array of delicious sweets. 

Mrs Beeton's Homemade 
Sweetshop, £16.99, 
published by Orion 



136 THE ENGLISH HOME 



HAJFIELD HOUSE 






^,—^s^jlllCLUDING: CRAFTS, GIFTS 
#|pl5^WXQUI|,[|FE PRESENTS 


FTS.TIV.EBlllSllimRTAINMFNT, GIFT SHOP, 


fff- -I 


MEsmyiR^iMiTg 


RETAILERS, COACH HOUSE 
cJbTERING. DROP IN FLORAL 
l&Ai*ER CHRISTMAS 




Fireguards for stoves 



catalogue available 

01225 851577 

garden-requisites.co.uk 


GARDEN 

REQUISITES 



Blackdown 

SHEPHERD HUTS 


www.blackdownshepherdhuts.co.uk 
« E: info@blackdownshepherdhuts.co.uk 


Somerse 

Business 

Winner Awards 











ABOVE The event was held in the Marie Antoinette suite at the Ritz Hotel. 
Copies of both The English Home and The English Garden were on display 


ABOVE Charles Holland, Joanna Wood 
RIGHT Editor Kerryn Harper-Cuss with 
Anneke Gilkes 


ABOVE Publisher Caroline Scott with Nicholas 
Haslam and Jeremy Musson 


ABOVE The Ritz has been welcoming 
guests for over 100 years 


PUTTING ON THE RITZ 

The English Home celebrated its 15th anniversary year in 
style with an evening at this quintessentially English venue 

The English Home team were delighted to host design luminaries including Nicky Haslam, 

Joanna Wood, Natalia Miyer, Justin Van Breda and Carol Klein at a recent party at the 
Ritz. It was a chance to raise a toast to celebrate The English Home and The English Garden 
magazines, upon return to the original launch owner Paul Dobson, owner of The Chelsea 
Magazine Company, just in time for their 15th and 20th anniversary years respectively. 
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ADDRESS BOOK 


Balsam Hill 

Tel 020 3368 6726 balsamhill.co.uk 

Cabbages and Roses 
Tel 020 7352 7333 
cabbagesandroses.com 

Cox & Cox 

Tel 0844 858 0744 coxandcox.co.uk 

C & P Interiors 
Tel 01737 213021 

Dobbies 

Tel 01315 616406 dobbies.com 

Highgrove Shop 
Tel 0333 222 4555 
highgroveshop.com 

Hobbycraft 

Tel 0330 026 1400 hobbycraft.co.uk 

Lewis and Wood 
lewisandwood.co.uk 

Lux Deco 

Tel 020 3586 1536 luxdeco.com 

Osborne's Christmas Trees 
Tel 07870 466179 
o-christmas. co.uk 

Pulteney Bridge Flowers 
pulteneybridgeflowers.co.uk 

Sainsbury's 

Tel 0800 636 262 sainsburys.co.uk 
Skadium 

Tel 020 7584 2066 skandium.com 


ON SALE 2 DECEMBER 


Sophie Conran 

Tel 020 7603 1522 sophieconran.com 


Discover which brands we are highlighting as the best interior 
buys with our hotly anticipated New Year Honours List 


Tallulah Rose Flower School 
Tel 07976 271341 
tallulahroseflowers.com 


• Start as you mean to go on with some decorating resolutions 
Create an inviting ambience for guests with last-minute updates 
• Host a jolly good party to see in 2016 in style 
PLUS: curtaining, mirrors and tactile textures 
theenglishhome.co.uk 


Tissus d'Helene 

Tel 020 7352 9977 tissusdhelene.co.uk 


Treez & Flowers 

Tel 01249 720354treezandflowers.co.uk 


Zoffany 

Tel 0844 453 4600 zoffany.com 


yr 


Follow us on Twitter, ©englishhometeam, and 
Pinterest, at pinterest.com/theenglishhome 
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!. qhfeaid graduates have 
nominated Best interior Desigriers; 
b^.' HquWand Garden. 



Inchbafd gradyatea 
came o.iit top at Ghelsea Flower Show 
withifoLir rriedafe. 


Choose this winning school for your 
online interior or garden design course 

Don't miss out on our 3 month online coursesl 


Brand new online courses ‘Designing 
your own garden' & ‘Design your own 
living space*. 

V 4 hours study per week and personaJ 
guidance from a professional. 


^ Share ideas with other students on our 
Inch bald forums and achieve the garden 
or living space of your dreams. 

■ Courses cost £^1200 inc VAT and they 
start this January. 



o o o 


inchbald 

ESTAELISHED 1060 


020 7630 9011 | sharon.gardens@inchbald.co.uk | www.inchbald.co.uk 



PROMOTION 




CARPET BAGS 

Stylish Carpet Bags make 
gorgeous gift options. These 
individually hand-crafted 
treasures are made in the 
heart of East Anglia using 
velvety-soft, yet tough, 
viscose and cotton rugs. 

With a number of different 
traditional carpet designs to 
choose from, and a range of 
styles, from small shoulder 
bags and handbags to big 
Gladstone bags, there is something for everyone. 


carpetbags.co.uk I Tel +44 (0)1379 687690 


ELLA JAMES 



These stunning copper- 
coloured glass candle holders 
will add a wonderful injection 
of colour to any room. 

A lit candle or tea light will 
reflect a gorgeous warm glow 
through the coloured glass. 

The holders are made of thick 
glass, finished with a speckled 
stone effect, and are also big 
enough to use as vases. They 
look particularly effective filled 
with delicate flowers that contrast with the speckled glass. 


ellajames.co.uk I Tel +44 (0)1572 759 190 


PERILLA 

Cosy, soft, 90 percent alpaca 
bed socks from Perilla. Alpaca 
has higher insulating properties 
than any other fibre, and is 
more hard wearing. Great 
colour palette of palest pastels 
to vivid red that come in four 
sizes, extra small to large. These 
can be beautifully boxed, and 
make a superb Christmas gift 
for any age group. 

perilla.co.uk 

Tel +44 (0)1886 853 615 



MARGARET 
TAYLOR 

For a bespoke 
Christmas present, a 
portrait, or favourite 
flower hand-painted 
onto a chosen piece 
of fine bone china. 

Please contact 
Margaret Taylor to 
have an informal 
chat about 
possibilities. 

TheMargaretTaylorCollection.co.uk I Tel +44 (0) 1507 343536 



INSPIRED BY DARCY 

Inspired by Darcy is a quintessential 
country business based in the heart 
of Somerset. Find gorgeous and 
unique gifts for Labrador lovers. 
Stylish linen accessories, English 
bone china mugs and Christmas 
baubles, cards, notebooks and 
more. Discover chocolate, black 
and yellow Labrador collections. 
Beautifully designed and made in 
England. 

lnspiredbydarcy.co.uk 

Email: info@inspiredbydarcy.co.uk 



THE DORMY HOUSE 

Whether for a living or dining 
space, bedroom, home office, 
kitchen or bathroom, furniture 
and furnishings from The Dormy 
House will create an elegant 
look. What is more, with a choice 
of sophisticated paint colours, 
fabrics from leading design 
houses, or your own, and a wide 
range of handles, individual style 
is achievable without the cost of 
going bespoke. 

thedormyhouse.com 
Tel +44 (0)1264 365808 






Directory 

To advertise call +44 (0) 207 349 3700 or email: info@chelseamagazines.com 


AUTHORS/ PUBLISHERSB ACCESSORIES 


Aust*Si Macauley 

r hi ;& I I c- -i-i I •q IT D 

LCXJKINt: TO BE PUBCmED? 

Submissions and 
samples welcomed. 


All work considered, 
no agent required. 

CIM-bl-il ri Ch-Hi 3-9.H4' 
{■iv'rnii'i IIiJlO 





LONDON PUBLISHER 

WILL ARRANGE 
PUBLICATION OF 
YOUR BOOK 

Printing works also undertaken 
Letter only in the first instance to: 
The Editor, New Millennium 
34 South Molton Street 
London W1K5RG 
www.newmiiienniumpubiishers.com 


BLUE & WHITE 

CHINA BY MAIL 



Spode Indian Sporting Jug 

Antique, collectable and new china for 
dining, kitchen, bathroom & gifts. 
Spode, Burleigh, Portmeirion, Johnson 
Bros & Churchill specialists. 

We ship safely and quickly worldwide. 

www.blueandwhite.com 

Lovers of Blue & White EH23 Steeple 
Morden, Royston, SG8 ORN, England 


ACCESSORIES 






Made in England 

Buy onlfn& 

SsyiSis 




Visit us at www.theenglishhome.co.uk 


Tha flnast quallfty and wJdasi range of oatpet bag^ avalFable today ana 
pr«fi.iced srvd well made by crafts people In Ettgland. Uniqiie bags that 
timeless classics any owner would be proud to iwssess. 
Strong yet lightweEghL these hardwearlng bags, made fronr reel 
tradillonali patterned carpel, make wonderful gifta. 










ACCOMMODATION 


BATHROOMS & KITCHENS 


BEDROOMS 


Clare House 

May we invite you to stay in our award winning hotel, located in the coastal resort 
of Grange over Sands, overlooking the picturesque coastline of Morecambe Bay and 
within easy reach of the Lake District. Enjoy a cosy winter break, relax by a real log 
fire and enjoy our Winter Bird Offer. Nov. 1st - Dec. 14th Any 4-night break from 
£286.45 pp D3&B”, or Any 3-night break from £233.10 pp, DB&B. 

H ft ★ ^ Park Road, Grange-over-Sands, LAll 7HQ ^ 

Inspectors' Choice Hotel Tel. 015395 33026. www.clarehousehotel.co.uk 


deVOL Kitchens 

www.devolkitchens.co.uk - 01509 261000 

T 



iYears 


CRAFTSMANSHIP 


British 


Hand-crofted to 
last for a lifetime 

i8 bed designs available in any size 

• Free delivery and installation 

• Money back promise 

• 10 year guarantee 

Request a brochure... 

01777 869 669 

www.revivalbeds.co.uk 


For more information visit us at www.theenglishhome.co.uk When calling the UK from North America, 
dial the country code '01 1 44' and drop the first '0' in the UK phone number 















BEDS & BEDROOM FURNITURE 


FLOORING SERVICE 


snuginteriors 

live • relax • sleeo 



Beds, mattresses, bed linen, furniture, sofa beds and home accessories 

^ ways lo shop., 

Tl ■ I Ij ■ Pii 

leefo 


titiiitii’ I’ 


100 % 100 % 


www.snug-interiors.com ■ 01730 894 754 

Feefo Independent Ratings as of September 2015 


FLOORING SERVICE 


FLOORS of STONE 



FLOORING SERVICE 



...loveTopOil 


The ultimate protection 
for your wooden worktop 

> Resistant to common stains: 
wine; beer; drinks and fruit juice 

> Will not crack, peel or blister 



> Highest coverage of any oil 
on the market 

> Water repellent and dirt resistant 



Call or visit 
the web for 
stockists. 


+44(0)1296 481 220 

www.osmouk.com 




Every board is entirely planed by hand 


Carefully aged and polished bV-hand to simulate years of wear 

0 1 5 09 2 1 0 32 1 www.g:enerations.co.uk 


For more information visit us at www.theenglishhome.co.uk When calling the UK from North America, 
dial the country code '01 1 44' and drop the first '0' in the UK phone number 









FURNITURE AND JOINERY 



FURNITURE AND JOINERY 



TRADITIONALLY 

THE FINEST FURNITURE 
DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER 


Windsor 3 seater 
sofa was £849 - 
NOW ONLY £699 


FURNITURE AND JOINERY 



A draught-free 
door from top 
to floor! 


The CosiDOR curtain 
rail ADJUSTS ITSELF 
AUTOMATICALLY lifting the 
curtain as the door opens 


The Track House, Blackwell 
Business Park, Blackwell, 
'^'Warwickshire CV36 4PE 


nail: info@trackhouse.co.uk 
4(0)1608 682001 
www.trackhouse.co.uk 



GIFTS AND FURNISHINGS 


www.hihosilver.co.uk 

tel 01460 221 006 
(also available in stores 
at Dorchester and Sherborne) 





Free Gift Wrap. Enter code EHGW12 at checkout (exp. 24/12/15). 


GIFTS AND FURNISHINGS 


hvenilcy ]^ii|L|[laiid is a Liutiie ticfur 
& Epjt tifiiitiqui.- liHaUci it! rtiiTil 
Clicshhv it 

W'v *1 Mdf* hwjMl [wcicf’d In mn' 

ItTnljAllinii;^ oqd iiii'hltlbiK: 

(Jliw-kv (.irrrlitl^ C'aiTi^ 

Minvirs Wall An. 

tiaidi'li Acri-s-inrit^ iLnd inanv mnn:. 




EVEI^LEY 


For more information visit us at www.theenglishhome.co.uk When calling the UK from North America, 
dial the country code '01 1 44' and drop the first '0' in the UK phone number 










GIFTS AND FURNISHINGS 



Doris & Co Creamware mugs and homewares. 

Gifts beautiful, dutiful and wise. 

We pack, wrap, send with your message. 

Christmas sorted. 


Made in England 
www.dorisandco.co.uk 

FREE P&P until 24th December 
with code EH12‘ 



* Excludes gift wrap, available at £3.95. 



SERVICE 



Oakmont 

Asset & Content Register 


Keep your assets secure 
& your household contents safe 


http://oa kmont.co.uk/Oa kmontAR 



TILES 


For more information visit us at www.theenglishhome.co.uk When calling the UK from North America, 
dial the country code '01 1 44' and drop the first '0' in the UK phone number 














Authentically 

ENGLISH 

From crisp pastel stripes and nostalgic 
typography to quirky messages and 
doodles, Katie Leamon's distinctive 
stationery range is simply charming 

W istful deer rub noses with cheeky robins alongside 
line drawings of fir cones and bumble bees, whilst 
exquisitely drawn rocking horses and model 
aeroplanes on a brown paper background capture 
the essence of a simple, carefree childhood with a wonderful 
vintage feel Since launching her company in 2011, Katie Leamon’s 
stationery range has gone from strength to strength, and her 
cards, giftwrap, writing paper and gift tags can now be found in 
Selfridges, Liberty, Oliver Bonas and, most recently, in the 
stationery department at Harrods. 

“I have always loved stationery,” Leamon reveals. “But it was my 
brother who gave me the push I needed to launch myself properly 
into selling the greetings cards 1 had made using a home stamps 
making kit in a friend’s shop on Bermondsey Street iLondon].” 

An unaffected simplicity runs through the collection, celebrating 
the craft element and the honest, natural, locally sourced materials 
from which everything is made. “I take inspiration from all over 
- I love vintage typography and I collect antique bits and bobs. I 
am always doodling in my head,” she reveals. One of the biggest 
success stories has been the marbled papers and cards - a 
technique Leamon originally learned at school. 

The eclectic range is designed from a London studio, whilst 
Leamon’s family heads up the production team in Essex, where a 
growing number of helpers are employed. “For the hand^printed 
cards, we use a modified Victorian press,” says Leamon. “This 
means that each card has a tangible feel and is completely unique.” 

A Christmas range has always been an important part of the 
business, and this has expanded naturally over the years. “Last year 
we launched the Christmas crackers, which were really popular, 
and for this year we have introduced three new cracker designs: 
monochrome, marbled and Hello Deer.” Already, the crackers are 
flying off the shelves, and despite printing extra stock, the Hello 
Deer design has already sold out. ■ 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP Leamon's design studio is based in Waterloo. 
The brand's production studio is located next door to the family home 
in the Essex countryside, where Leamon's mother and sister are in 
charge of a growing team of full-time and part-time helpers. 

English inks are used to create the delightful designs. 

Products are hand-printed on carefully selected premium papers. 
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CATCHPOLE & RYE 

KENT ENGLAND 



EXCLUSIVE I LUXURY I BATHROOMS 


Showrooms London 

282-284 Fulham Road Chelsea 
SWIO 9EW T. +44 (0)207 351 0940 

sales@catchpoleandrye.com 


Showrooms (if Workshops Kent 

Saracens Dairy Pluckley Road Pluckley 
TN27 OSA T. +44 (0)1233 840 840 

WWW. catchpoleandrye. com 




